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Introduction 
 

This is a summary of our research into the parents, siblings and descendants of 
our great-great-grandmother Mary Taylor who was born at Derrycory, Drumcree 

in 1822 and died at Brackagh in 1912.   
 
Mary’s parents were John and Jane Taylor.  Based on John’s will, they had eight 

children – Elizabeth, Richard, Anne Jane, Letitia, John, Thomas, Mary and 
James.   
 

In 1851, Mary Taylor married Singleton Locke from Drumanphy.  They too had 
eight children – twins Sarah and Mary, Jane (our great grandmother), Margaret, 

Richard, Letitia, an unknown child who died and Elizabeth.   
 
Mary’s daughter Jane married Richard Ross.  They had six children - Richard, 

James (Karen’s grandfather), Thompson (Anne’s grandfather), Singleton, Jane 
and Mary.   
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John and Jane Taylor 
 
From the baptisms of their children, John Taylor was initially a farmer of 
Derrycarn and then Derrycory from about 1818.  He was listed at Derrycory in 

the tithes of 1828 on www.lurganancestry.com.  Based on the land holding of his 
son Thomas on the Griffith Valuation (www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation) 
it can be assumed that John Taylor had #6AB in Derrycory which was 

house/office/land totalling 11 acres 2 roods and 25 perches.   
 
Based on their ages at death, John was born est. 1777 and Jane 10 years later in 

1787.  We have been unable at this stage to locate baptisms nor have we been 
able to establish when or where they married.  A best guess is 1808.   

 
John Taylor, farmer of Derrycory, died on 16 September 1859 according to the 

will calendars at www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni.  He left a will dated 25 April 1859 
naming his wife Jane and 8 living children and giving the married surnames of 
his 4 daughters – Elizabeth Jackson, Richard of Corbrackey, Anne Jane Brown, 

Letitia Woods, John of Derrymacfall, Thomas, Mary Locke and James of 
Derrycory.  Son Thomas was to live with his mother and continue to run the 

family farm at Derrycory.  After Jane’s death, Thomas would inherit the farm.  
Elizabeth, Richard, John, Mary and James were each bequeathed 2 shillings and 
sixpence as they had already been ‘paid their fortune’.  Letitia was bequeathed 10 

pounds and Anne Jane was to have the house she lived in subject to conditions, 
one of which was she was to bring no person to dwell in the house.  The condition 
that she not marry was crossed out.  John also bequeathed 20 pounds to his 

grandson John Jackson.  Payment was to be made 6 months after the death of 
his mother Elizabeth Jackson or at the discretion of the executors.  Probate was 

granted on 3 April 1860 in Armagh to his executors Richard Taylor, farmer of 
Corbrackey and John Taylor, farmer of Derrymacfall.  John’s estate was valued at 
less than 50 pounds.   
 

Jane Taylor died on 5 December 1866 aged 79 at Derrycory with son Thomas 
present (https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  Cause of death was given as old age.   
 

Both John and Jane were buried in Grave 350 in the old Drumcree churchyard - 
John on 19 September 1859 and Jane on 7 December 1866 (from Mary Farrelly).  
Trevor McNiece, the sexton of Drumcree Church of Ireland, advised the details of 

John and Jane’s gravestone.  John was aged 82. Jane was aged 79.  Their son 
Thomas, who died in 1905 aged 85 and his wife Margaret who died in 1893 aged 
60, were buried in the same grave.  Thomas and Margaret’s grandson William 

Taylor aged 5 weeks, who died 9 February 1902, was also named on the 
gravestone (son of John Taylor and Elizabeth Prentice).  Surprisingly John and 

Jane’s daughter Mary Locke was buried in the family plot, while her husband 
Singleton Locke was buried in his family plot at St Paul’s Tartaraghan. .  
 
 

 
 

http://www.lurganancestry.com/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/
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Children of John and Jane Taylor 
 

1. Elizabeth b. circa 1809 
 

Based on age at death and age given on census records, Elizabeth was born 
about 1809.  No baptism found in the parish registers for Drumcree.  She had 
married William Jackson by 1835 presumably in the Portadown area.  No 

marriage in the Drumcree parish registers (Trevor McNiece) or St Paul’s 
Tartaraghan (Audrey Ward).  Elizabeth Jackson was named in her father’s will of 

1859 along with her son John, who was to inherit 20 pounds six months after his 
mother’s death or at the discretion of the executors.   
 

Elizabeth and William Jackson appear on the 1851, 1861 and 1871 census for 
Chorlton upon Medlock in Lancashire.  In 1851 William was a provisions dealer, 
he was a green grocer in 1861 and in 1871 he was a tanner.  Thomas Taylor aged 

23, a cousin, was living with them in 1871 and employed as a currier.  Thomas 
was actually Elizabeth’s nephew, son of her brother John.   

 
From Manchester Cemetery records on www.findmypast.com provided by Mary 
Farrelly, William Jackson died at 14 Bloomsbury, Manchester on 18 May 1874.  

Cause of death was apoplexy.  He was aged 66.  William was buried in grave 
151C in Ardwick Cemetery on 21 May 1874.  His death was reported in The 

Belfast News-Letter of 22 May 1874 which stated he had died at Bloomsbury, 
Manchester on 18 May 1874, was aged 66 and was late of Portadown.  Elizabeth 
died on 28 April 1879 at 28 Petworth Street, Cheetham Hill aged 70.  Cause of 

death was natural decay.  She was buried in grave 151C Ardwick Cemetery on 1 
May 1879.  Ardwick cemetery was opened in 1838 and closed in 1950.  It became 
a sports field in the 1960’s.   

 
From the various censuses, Elizabeth and William had 9 known children – 
 

John b. est. 1835 Portadown.  Only on the 1851 census for Chorlton upon 
Medlock with his parents and siblings.  Nothing else known.   
 

Ann Jane b. 1836 Portadown from 1881 and 1911 census.  She was a scholar on 

the 1851 census for Chorlton upon Medlock.  Ann Jane was a milliner on the 
1861 and 1871 census for Chorlton upon Medlock, living with her parents and 

siblings.  By the 1881 census, Ann Jane was the head of the household which 
included her unmarried sister Letitia and their unmarried brother Robert who 
was an agent.  They were living at 120 Bignor Street in Cheetham.  Ann Jane was 

living with her married brother William and his family at 230 Ellesmere Road in 
Barton upon Irwell on the 1891 census. Can’t find Ann Jane on the 1901 census.  
Ann Jane, single aged 74, and her unmarried sister Sarah were living at 5 St 

Patricks Road South at St Anne’s on the Sea on the 1911 census.  Ann died in 
December ¼ 1917 aged 81 in the Borough of Fylde which includes St Anne’s on 

the Sea. 
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Letitia b. 1838 Portadown from 1881 census.  She was a scholar on the 1851 

census for Chorlton upon Medlock.  Letitia was a dressmaker on the 1861 and 
1871 census for Chorlton upon Medlock living with her parents and siblings.   

By 1881 she had no occupation and was living with her unmarried siblings Ann 
Jane and Robert.  Can’t find Letitia on the 1891 or 1901 census. Letitia was 
listed in the 1905 and 1910 electoral rolls living at 5 St Patricks Road South in St 

Anne’s on the Sea, the same address Ann Jane gave on the 1911 census.  She 
died in the Borough of Fylde in December ¼ 1910.   
 

William b. 1841 Portadown from 1911 census.  He was on the 1851, 1861 and 
1871 census for Chorlton upon Medlock living with his parents and siblings.  
William was a grocer (most likely assisting his father) in 1861 and was a post 

office clerk in 1871.  He married Margaret Elizabeth Dick on 31 January 1878 in 
Carlisle Memorial (Methodist) Church in Belfast (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  William 
was a civil service clerk living in Windsor Terrace, Cheetham Hill in Manchester.   

His father William Jackson was described as a merchant.  Margaret was the 
daughter of Samuel Dick of Dunluce Terrace Belfast, a book keeper.  One witness 

was R Jackson, presumably William’s brother.  The 1851 census for Glenarm 
lists Samuel Dick as a draper and grocer with wife and children including 
Margaret aged 4 who was born in Carrickfergus. William and Margaret were on 

the 1881 census living at 105 Bignor Street in Cheetham.  He was a post office 
clerk.  They had moved to 230 Ellesmere Road in Barton upon Irwell by the 1891 

census.  William’s unmarried sister Ann Jane was living with them, no doubt to 
help with the 6 children.  By the 1901 census, the Jackson family were living at 5 
Woodbine Street in Moss Side, Manchester.  William was still a civil service clerk 

in the post office.  He was a widower, pensioner and retired GPO clerk on the 
1911 census, living with his 6 unmarried children at 248 Moss Lane East, Moss 
Side in Manchester.  Margaret had died on 6 November 1907 at her sisters’ 

residence, 51 Wellesley Avenue in Belfast (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  She was aged 
57, was the wife of a retired civil servant William Jackson and their son William H 

Jackson of 248 Moss Lane East, Manchester was present.  Cause of death was a 
cerebral embolism.  Her death notice in the Belfast News-Letter of 7 November 
1907 said she was the dearly beloved wife of William Jackson of Manchester and 

the daughter of the late Samuel Dick.  From Manchester cemetery records on 
www.findmypast.com supplied by Mary Farrelly, William died aged 72 at his 

home, 248 Moss Lane East on 30 October 1913.  He was aged 72.  Cause of 
death was not given.  His funeral was held at the Manchester Crematorium on 1 
November 1913.   A memorial plaque at the Crematorium records his name and 

date of death with that of his wife Margaret Elizabeth Jackson (6 November 1907) 
and his sister in law Amelia Frances Dick (12 April 1928).   
 

Their 6 children were –  

 
1. Marian Elizabeth born 26 December 1879 from 1939 register.  She was on 

the 1891, 1901 and 1911 census with her parents and siblings.  In 1901 
she was employed by the Civil Service in the GPO and in 1911 she was 
running the household for her widowed father and siblings.  Marian was on 

the 1939 register as the paid house keeper for her unmarried siblings 
Amelia and William at 300 Wellington Road, Heaton Chapel.  She died on 
29 November 1949 at this address.  Probate granted to her sister Amelia on 

2 February 1950.   

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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2. Amelia Frances born 10 November 1881 from 1939 register.  She was a 
commercial clerk on the 1901 census and a shorthand typist for a tyre 

manufacturer on the 1911 census.  Amelia was single and living with her 
parents and siblings on both census.  She was still single in 1939, living 
with her unmarried siblings Marian and William at 300 Wellington Road.  

Amelia was a secretary to the Emergency Help Committee of the Order of St 
John and Red Cross Society.  She was granted probate over estate of her 

sister Marian on 2 February 1950.  Amelia died on 8 January 1968 at 300 
Wellington Road, Heaton Chapel (probate record).   
 

3. William Henry born 1 January 1884 from 1939 register.  He was a 

commercial clerk living with his parents and siblings at 5 Woodbine Street, 
Moss Side on the 1901 census.  By the 1911 census he was a Townsman 
for a timber company, still single and living with his widowed father and 

siblings at 248 Moss Lane East, Moss Side.  William had changed 
occupation by the 1939 register and was a qualified masseuse and 

electrotherapist.  He was still single and living at 300 Wellington Road with 
his unmarried sisters.  William died at 300 Wellington Road on 14 January 
1968, 6 days after his sister Amelia.   
 

4. George Burrows born 15 June 1885 Manchester from his WWI attestation 
papers.  He was Private 295262 in the Royal Army Service Corps and 

served from 20 February 1917 to 13 February 1920.  George was a bank 
clerk living at 300 Wellington Road in Heaton Chapel when he enlisted and 
his sister Marian was listed as his next of kin at the same address.  On 22 

July 1922, he married Dorothy Ida Broadhurst in St Pancras, London.  
George was a bachelor, aged 37, employed as a bank clerk with an address 
of 300 Wellington Road in Heaton Chapel in Stockport.  Dorothy was a 

spinster aged 29.  One witness was RR Jackson, George’s brother.  George 
and Dorothy were living at 5 Milton Crescent in Cheadle, Manchester on 

the 1939 register.  He was a bank manager and was a First Aid volunteer. 
No children named or redacted.  From probate records, George died aged 
69 at Trinity Sunday School in Wellington Road, Stockport on 30 March 

1955.  His widow Dorothy Ida Jackson was granted probate.  Home address 
given as 5 Milton Crescent, Cheadle.  Dorothy died in 1980.   
 

5. Richard Reginald born 12 February 1887 from 1939 register.  He appears 

on a passenger listing for the Onitsha which docked in Liverpool on 6 April 
1921 having sailed from Africa.  Richard Reginald Jackson, a trader aged 

31, had boarded in Forcados, Nigeria and gave his address in England as 
300 Wellington road, Heaton Chapel.  He must have returned to Africa as 
on 12 March 1923 he sailed from Natal to Southampton on the Kenilworth 

Castle.  Same address given in England and this time he was a hotel 
manager. Richard, a bachelor, married Phyllis Winifred Morgan on 23 June 

1929 in St Mary’s Ealing.  He stated he was from the parish of Belsize Park.  
From London electoral registers, he was living at Belsize Park, Hampstead 
in 1925.  Richard and Phyllis were living in Sutton Coalfield in 1939 where 

Richard was a publisher’s branch manager (technical press).  Address was 
15 Vessey Road from the 1940 directory. Richard died aged 80 December ¼ 
1967 and Phyllis died aged 80 on 30 September 1988 in Sutton Coldfield.  
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They had 3 children –  
Michael R 
Christopher H  
Sheila F  
 

6. Samuel Foster born 12 February 1891 from WWI attestation records.  He 
was a clerk in an estates office on the 1911 census.  When he enlisted for 

service in WWI he was described as a private secretary.  Samuel was a 
Senior Sergeant #60089 with the 53rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers and served 
from 29 May 1915.  On discharge on 25 March 1919, he was transferred to 

the Army Reserve.  Records note that Samuel suffered from Neuritis from 
November 1915 and there was no indication that he ever left England 
during the war.  Brother William Henry was named as his next of kin and 

address given for both William and Samuel was 300 Wellington Road, 
Heaton Chapel.  From his probate record, Samuel married Mary.  The 

Porter tree owned by chrisp986 on www.ancestry.com.au gives her name as 
Mary Tzallas (Tjalla) and that the marriage took place on 28 February 1921 
in Istanbul.  Samuel died in the French Hospital, Istanbul on 17 August 

1962 with an address of Cumhuriyet Caddessi Okay Apt 47/6 Taksim 
Beyaglu in Istanbul.  
 

 

Thomas b. 1842 Portadown who was on the 1851 census with his family in 
Chorlton upon Medlock.  From Manchester cemetery records on 
www.findmypast.com supplied by Mary Farrelly, Thomas died at Downing Street, 

Chorlton upon Medlock prior to 2 September 1857 aged 15.  Cause of death was 
inflammation of the bowels.  Thomas was buried in Ardwick cemetery on 2 
September 1857.  No grave number recorded.   
 

 

Elizabeth b. est. 1845 Portadown.  She was a shopkeeper on the 1861 census 
and a saleswoman on the 1871 census, living with her parents and siblings in 

Chorlton upon Medlock.  Nothing else known.   
 
 

Sarah b. June ¼ 1846 Chorlton from www.gro.gov.uk with mother’s maiden 

name Taylor. Her name is illegible on the 1851 census for Chorlton upon Medlock 
but has to be there as the household comprised 9 people. Sarah was a scholar on 
the 1861 census and a saleswoman on the 1871 census living with her parents 

and siblings in Chorlton upon Medlock. Can’t find her on the 1881, 1891 or 1901 
census.  Sarah was still single on the 1911 census living with unmarried sister 

Ann Jane at 5 St Patricks Road South in St Anne’s on the Sea.   From 
www.freebmd.org.uk, Sarah died in Fylde in March ¼ 1920 with age given as 69 
(should have been 73).   

 
 

Robert b. Dec ¼ 1848 who was baptised in Chorlton upon Medlock on 18 
February 1849 with parents named and father a labourer.  He died prior to 5 May 
1850 in Chorlton upon Medlock according to Manchester cemetery records on 

www.findmypast.com provided by Mary Farrelly.  Robert was buried on 5 May 

http://www.ancestry.com.au/
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/
http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
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1850 in the Rusholme Road Cemetery aged 1 year 3 months.  Cause of death was 

pneumonia.  Rusholme Road Cemetery was in Chorlton upon Medlock.  It was 
also known as the Dissenter’s burial ground.  The cemetery opened in 1821 with 

the last burial in 1933. It was converted to a park which is known as Gartside 
Gardens. 
 

Robert b. 28 April 1851 Chorlton upon Medlock and baptised on 3 August 1851 
in Manchester Cathedral.  Parents named, address given and father’s occupation 

of tanner. Robert was on the 1861 and 1871 census with his family living in 
Chorlton upon Medlock.  He was a warehouse man in 1871.  On the 1881 
census, Robert was an agent, single aged 29 and living with his unmarried sisters 

Anne Jane and Letitia at 120 Bignor Street in Cheetham which is Prestwich 
registration district.  Nothing else known.   
 

 

2. Richard b. 1811 

 

Richard, son of John Taylor of Derrycarn, was baptised on 21 July 1811 in 
Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  According to his father’s will dated 5 April 1859, 
Richard was a farmer of Corbracky.  He was left 2 shillings and sixpence as he 

had already been paid his fortune.  From the Griffith Valuation on 
www.askaboutireland.ie/griffithvaluation, Richard Taylor had #7abcd in 
Corbracky which comprised house/office/land of 22 acres 3 roods 10 perches.  

He had acquired #8 by 1866 according to the Valuation Revision Books on 
www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni.  Lots #7 and #8 changed ownership in 1876 to 

Thomas James Taylor (or Thomas and James Taylor) until 1883 when it was sold.  
Have found no marriage for Richard nor a death.  No will at PRONI.  
 

 

3. Anne Jane b. 1813 
 

Anne Jane, daughter of John and Jane Taylor or Derrycorey was baptised in 

Drumcree on 2 March 1813 (Trevor McNiece).  She was named as Anne Jane 
Brown in her father’s will which stipulated that she was to be able to live in a 

house on her brother Thomas’ land provided she had no one dwell with her.  The 
words ‘to marry’ were crossed out.  This suggests that Anne was most likely a 
widow.  No marriage to a male with surname Brown/Browne in the Drumcree 

Parish records supplied by Trevor McNiece.  A search of www.irishgenealogy.ie 
found no marriage.  It would have most likely occurred prior to 1845.   Anne was 

living in House 6b in Derrycory on the Griffith Valuation 
(www.askaboutireland.ie/griffithvaluation). This was the land leased by her 
brother Thomas.  Anne was listed in the Valuation Revision Books for house #6b 

Derrycory until 1902 when her name was removed (www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni.  I 
can’t find Anne on the 1901 census nor can I find a death record.   
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffithvaluation
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffithvaluation
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
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4. Letitia b. 1815  

 

Letitia, daughter of John and Jane Taylor or Derrycarn, was baptised on 16 April 

1815 in Drumcree Church of Ireland (Trevor McNiece).  Letitia had married 
someone with the surname Woods as that is the name used by her father when 

he wrote his will in 1859.  Have found no marriage on www.irishgenealogy.ie or 
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk which suggests the marriage occurred prior to 1845.   
Trevor McNiece, the sexton of Drumcree provided me with a list of all marriages 

in Drumcree from 1803 and there was no marriage for Letitia so she must have 
married elsewhere.  Audrey Ward checked marriages in St Paul’s Tartaraghan 
without success.   

 
On 28 December 1863 Letitia remarried as a widow to Thomas Jones in Vinecash 

Presbyterian Church, Co. Armagh (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  Thomas Jones was a 
bachelor, a pensioner of Derryanvil and his father John Jones was a farmer.  
Letitia’s father John Taylor was a farmer and she was a widow of Portadown.  

Letitia Woods was listed in the Griffith Valuation at #52 Woodhouse Street 
Portadown (www.askaboutireland/griffith-valuation).  The name had changed to 

Thomas Jones in the Valuation Revision Book from 1864.  It was a 
house/office/yard.  The occupant of #52 changes from Thomas Jones in 1882.   
 

From www.irishgenealogy.ie, Thomas Jones, a married pensioner aged 77 died on 
27 January 1881 at Woodhouse Street, Portadown with Letitia Jones present.  
Cause of death was bronchitis.  Letitia ‘made her mark’.  Letitia died on 6 

February 1895 aged 61 at Derryanville.  She was the widow of an Army 
pensioner.  Son Benjamin Jones, a farmer of Derryanville was present.  He gave 

his mother’s age as 61 which was incorrect – should have been 80.   
 

 
Benjamin was born est. 1853 based on his age at death.  This indicates either he 

was not Letitia’s son OR he was illegitimate.  Benjamin had inherited the farm 
from his father’s brother also called Benjamin Jones (see his will at 

www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni). Benjamin described his nephew as his brother’s son 
and Letitia as his brother’s widow.  He also referred to Letitia as Benjamin’s 
mother.  Benjamin married Annie Sutton on 27 March 1884.  She died of TB on 

13 January 1887 at Derryanville aged 32.  Benjamin died of pneumonia on 10 
February 1898 aged 45.  He was a farmer of Derryanville.  
 

5. John b. 1817 

 

John, son of John Taylor of Derrycarn was baptised on 2 August 1817 in 
Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  He married Margaret Robinson on 3 June 1845 in 

Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  John was a farmer of Derrycory and his father was 
named. Margaret was from Derryanville.  Her father not named, just recorded as 
‘deceased’.  Witnesses were Robert Robinson and Abraham Taylor.   

 

When John’s father died in 1859 his will stated that his son John was a farmer of 
Derrymacfall.  There were two John Taylor’s listed in the Griffith Valuation for 
Derrymacfall compiled in 1864 on www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation.   

 
 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.askaboutireland/griffith-valuation
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation
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With reference to John’s will and the Valuation Revision Books on 

www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni, it can be established that this John Taylor b. 1817 
was recorded with the name of John Taylor Jnr.  He was the occupier of #23AB 

land, a house/office/land and a turbery totalling 20 acres 3 roods and 25 
perches.  A turbery is defined as the ancient right to cut turf, or peat, for fuel on 
a particular area of bog. The word may also be used to describe the associated 

piece of bog or peatland and, by extension, the material extracted from the land. 
 

According to John’s will dated 8 November 1890 (www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni), he 

had 6 surviving children - Alexander, John, Thomas, David, William Robinson 
and married daughter Mary Hunniford.  From www.irishgenealogy.ie, John died 
on 30 November 1890 at Derrymacfall aged 73.  He was a widower and a farmer.  

Cause of death was a fever for 4 weeks.  Son Alexander was present.  Margaret 
had predeceased him by 9 days.  She had died on 21 November 1890 of 
bronchitis aged 75.  Son Thomas was present.  Margaret and John were buried in 

Grave 350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree church, Margaret on 23 November 
and John on 2 December (Trevor McNiece).  

 
In his will, John left his property and effects to his wife, and after her death they 
were to go to son Alexander.  From the Valuation Revision Books, the land at 

#23AB (20 acres 3 roods 25 perches) was transferred to Alexander Taylor in 1891.  
Alexander was listed as the owner of #23B house/office/land of 15 acres 10 

perches when the Valuation Revision Books cease in 1929.  Lot #23A had been 
transferred to John Doyle in 1889 so did not form part of the estate of John 
Taylor 1817-1890.  Bequests in John’s will were that sons John and Thomas and 

daughter Mary Hunniford were to get ½ crown each, David was to get 8 pounds 
and William Robinson was to get ‘six hundred weight of potatoes’ each year.  
John’s son Alexander and John’s brother Thomas were the executors.   

 
John and Margaret’s six children were – 
 

John b. July 1846 (from 1900 US census) and baptised 23 August 1846 in 
Drumcree (Trevor McNiece) with address of Derrymacfall.  He was left half a 
crown in his father’s will of 1890.  John Locke b. 1846 Co. Armagh was living at 

145 Main Street, Manchester Connecticut on the 1900 US census.  He gave his 
year of emigration as 1881 and had been married to wife Susan for 19 years.  
Three children had been born but only one was alive - daughter Annie who was 

living with them.  John was naturalized but no year given.  He was a dye 
labourer, most likely in the silk mill where his daughter Annie was a silk weaver.  

I have found no marriage on www.irishgenealogy.ie.  From the Connecticut, Hale 
Collection of Cemetery Inscriptions and Newspaper Notices, 1629-1934 on 
www.ancestry.com.au, Susan’s maiden name was Dowd.  A Susan Dowd aged 21 

arrived in New York on the Germanic from Ireland on 17 October 1881. As the 
online Connecticut marriage index only commences in 1897, I can’t find a date of 

marriage.   
 
John died on 7 August 1903.  His obituary gave his address as 43 Main Street 

but I think it should have been 143 as his widow Susan was listed at that 
address in the 1904 street directory.  John was aged 53.   
 

 

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.ancestry.com.au/
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Susan died the following year on 10 December 1904 aged 46.  The Connecticut 

death index gives her name as Susannah Taylor and Susan Dowd Taylor.  Both 
John and Susan were buried in East Cemetery.   

                                                          
While John and Susan had 3 children, only details for their daughter Annie are 
known.  

 
1. Annie was born on 30 September 1882 in Manchester, Connecticut.  She 

was employed as a silk weaver on the 1900 census.  Annie married Joseph 
Hainsworth on 5 August 1903 in Manchester.  He was a silk spinner on the 
1910 census, a post office mechanist in 1920, a post office clerk in 1930 

and a government employee in 1940.  Joseph died in 1941 and Annie in 
1976.  Both were buried in East Cemetery.   
They had one child - Arline M who was born on 29 January 1906.  From 

census records, she was employed in the State Motor Department.  Arline, 
aged 75, married a widower Arthur L Hansen on 21 October 1981.  She 

died on 14 May 1983 and was buried in East Cemetery.  Death record 
states she was a retired computer operator with the State Motor 
Department.  

 

Thomas born 6 February 1849 Derrymacfall and baptised on 25 February 1849 
in Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  He inherited ½ crown when his father died in 

1890.  
 
Thomas was on the 1871 English census living at 111 Bloomsbury, Chorlton 

upon Medlock in Lancashire.  He was employed as a currier, was single and aged 
23.  Thomas was living with William Jackson, a tanner, and wife Elizabeth born 

in Ireland.  It incorrectly stated he was a cousin of the head of the household – he 
was actually Elizabeth’s nephew.  The Slaters Directory for 1879, lists Thomas 
Taylor, a currier, at 68 Higher Chatham Street, Chorlton upon Medlock.   

 
Nothing else is known about Thomas until his death in Ireland on 20 June 1924 
(https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  Thomas was a widower and a retired leather 

manufacturer.  Cause of death was gastric carcinoma.  A William Taylor of 
Derrymacfall was present but no relationship to Thomas was given.  His funeral 

notice in the Belfast News-Letter of 21 June 1924 in the Irish Newspaper Archive 
on www.slq.qld.gov.au states that Thomas (Tom) Taylor died at his brother's 
residence at Derrymacfall in his 76th year. Thomas was to be buried in the family 

plot at Drumcree Church of Ireland on 22 June 1924.  Trevor McNiece advised 
that this was grave 350 in the old graveyard.  By deduction, Thomas died at the 

home of his brother Alexander who was a farmer of Derrymacfall, and the William 
Taylor present at death would have been Alexander’s son.   
 

From will calendars on www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni, Thomas Taylor was described 
as a Gent of Derrymacfall.  Executors were John and Alexander Taylor.  No 
relationship to Thomas was given.  There was a corresponding probate record for 

effects in England valued at 2547 pounds.  Executors were John and Alexander 
Taylor.   

 
 
 

https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
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Mary b. 1851 from gravestone.  She married John Hunniford on 13 February 

1873 in Drumcree Church of Ireland (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  John was a farmer 
of Drumgoose.  Mary and John emigrated from Ireland to the United States with 

their children between 1883 and 1887, settling in Manchester, Hartford in 
Connecticut.  Passenger listing not found.  In her father’s will of 1890, Mary was 
left half a crown.  Mary died in Manchester in 1893.  John died 2 years later in 

1895.  Both were buried in East Cemetery.   
 

Mary and John had 7 children – 
 

1. William was born 19 November 1873 Armagh registration district 

(https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  He married Mary Ann (Minnie) Hand, 
presumably in Connecticut about 1899 as they were married by the 1900 
census.  William was a grocer in Manchester.  He died on 31 March 1940.  

Mary Ann had predeceased him dying on 26 July 1931.  They were buried 
in East Cemetery.   

William and Mary had 3 children – 
Raymond E born 26 December 1901 Manchester, Connecticut.  He married 

Rose O’Malley about 1928 and they had 4 children – Raymond E, Peggy 
Ann, Patricia Jean and Jane Frances.   Raymond died on 29 September 
1960 in Essex, Massachusetts.  

Grace E born 6 June Manchester Connecticut.  She married Robert F Alden 
on 11 April 1931 in New York.  Grace was a nurse.  She and Robert had a 

son - Richard H. Grace died on 27 November in Walcott, Connecticut.  
William Everett born 29 May 1908.  He married Ethel Marion Smith on 7 
October 1933 in Manchester.  William worked for a telephone company. He 

and Ethel had 2 sons – William R and Allan Sargent.  William died on 19 
February 1961 in Manchester.   
 

2. Margaret born 10 November 1875 in Drumgoose (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  
She married Alexander Turkington in Connecticut on 16 March 1899.  
Alexander was a silk weaver on all censuses.  He died on 4 August 1932 in 

Manchester, Connecticut.  Margaret died on 21 December 1958 in Bolton, 
Tollard, Connecticut.  Both were buried in East Cemetery.   

They had 4 children – 
Elsie born 28 September 1901.  She married Morris Kimber Moulton, a 
pastor, on 15 June 1926 in Manchester. They had 3 children – Morris 

Kimber b. 1928, Donna Margaret 1932-1989 who married Edward D Davis, 
and Robert Merritt b. 1933.  Elsie died in Los Angeles on 7 October 1952.   

Lester Earl born 24 February 1905.  He married Lillian Thompson prior to 
the 1930 census.  They had divorced by the 1940 census.  Lester died on 4 
April 1965.   

They had a son Arthur Lawrence 1930-2013.  He married Dolores Kolstee 
in 1951.  They divorced in 1979.  Arthur married for a 2nd time in 1987 to 

Merle Irene Burnham.   
Elmore Alexander born 25 August 1908.  He married Antoinette Edmonds 
in New Lebanon, New York on 6 June 1940.  They had 2 sons – Mark b. 

1944 and Philip b. 1948.  Elmore died on 14 November 1979 in Windham, 
Connecticut.   

 
 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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Dorothy Margaret born 1921.  She married William Edwin Fish on 12 

September 1941.  He died on 16 July 2009 in Bolton, Connecticut.  
Dorothy was still alive.  From his obituary they had 6 sons – Richard, 

Donald, Gordon, Douglas, Randall and Russell.  
 

3. Mary Jane born 6 July 1877 Drumgoose (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  I can’t 

find a death record but she has died prior to 19 July 1881 when another 
Mary Jane was born.  
 

4. John born 26 July 1879 Drumgoose (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  He died in 

Manchester, Connecticut on 26 November 1907.  John was buried in East 
Cemetery with his parents and her sister Annie.    
 

5. Mary Jane (Minnie) born 19 October 1881 Drumgoose 

(www.irishgenealogy.ie).  She married Herman Behrend in Manchester, 
Connecticut on 2 February 1903.  Herman was a carpenter.  Minnie died 

on 10 September 1955 in Manchester and was buried in East Cemetery.   
Herman and Minnie had 2 children – 
Lester Earl born 30 March 1905 who died 11 April 1970.  He was a 

policeman, a detective and the owner of an antique and fix it shop.  No 
marriage in the Connecticut index.  Lester was buried in East Cemetery.  

Marjorie born 1914.  She was single, employed as a bank secretary and 
living with her parents and brother on the 1940 census.  
  

6. Alexander born 14 November 1883 Drumgoose (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  He 
married Sarah J Young in Massachusetts in 1909.  They were living in 
Bristol, Massachusetts in 1910 and Alexander was a polisher in a jewellers. 

By 1911 they had moved to Pawtucket, Rhode Island.  Alexander was now a 
jeweller.  They were listed at Providence, Rhode Island in 1930 and again in 
1942.  Sarah died in Rhode Island in 1955 and was buried in New 

Stoneham.  Alexander died in Waterbury, New Haven, Connecticut in 
December 1965.  He was buried with his wife.  They had one child – 

Dorothy M born 1911 who was single and a department store secretary on 
the 1940 census.   
 

7. Annie born 3 October 1887 in Hartford, Connecticut according to other 
trees on www.ancestry.com.au. No birth record on www.irishgenealogy.ie 
which supports the theory that she was born in the US.  Annie died in 

1892 aged 5 and was buried in East Cemetery.  Her parents and her 
brother John were buried in same grave.   
 
 

David born August 1852 and baptised on 10 October 1852 in Drumcree Church 
of Ireland.  John was a farmer (Trevor McNiece).  David married Frances Ann 

McKinney in Drumcree Church of Ireland on 17 July 1888.  He was a labourer of 
Derrymacfall with father John Taylor a farmer.  Frances was from Muckery in 
Drumcree parish.  Her father Joseph McKinney was a farmer (all from 

www.irishgenealogy.ie). David and his bride emigrated from Ireland, arriving in 
New York on 30 July 1888.   
 

 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.ancestry.com.au/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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They settled in Manchester, Hartford, Connecticut.  On 25 October 1892, David 

was granted citizenship.  The family were living in Winter Street in 1900 and 
David was a weaver in a silk mill. A daughter, Margaret J, had been born in 

Connecticut and was aged 9.  By 1910, they had moved to West Centre Street.  
David was a gardener in a private estate and both Fannie (Frances) and Margaret, 
aged 20, were weavers in a silk mill.   

 
From the Connecticut death records, David died on 11 February 1921.  He was 

buried in East Cemetery Manchester.   
 
Frances, a widow, was living with her by now married daughter Margaret on the 

1930 census.  Frances died on 8 January 1932.  Her gravestone in East Cemetery 
gives her year of birth as 1863 and www.findagrave.com gives her maiden name 
as McKinney.  

 
David and Margaret had one known child -   

 
1. Margaret J born 2 September 1889 in Manchester.  She married Holger 

Bach on 29 January 1913.  He was a carpenter and had been born in 

Denmark. They lived in Hartford, Connecticut until about 1955 when 
they moved to Florida.  Holger died on 15 August 1976 in Pinellas, 

Florida.  Margaret died in the Hartford Hospital on 2 August 1978 with 
an address of St Petersburg, Florida.  She was buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery in St Petersburg Florida.  

Margaret’s obituary named their 5 children - 
Evelyn born 7 January 1915 Hartford (father’s naturalization 

application).  She married Frederick Swanson in Hartford on 8 August 
1945.  Evelyn died 17 February 2010 in Ellsworth, Hancock in Maine. 
Holger Englebert born 31 January 1917 Hartford.  He married Bertha 

Christine Langer in Hartford on 29 January 1948.  They lived in St 
Petersburg, Florida for some years.  Holger died in Windsor, Hartford, 

Connecticut on 19 April 2006 and was buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery in St Petersburg, Florida.   
Harold Johannas born 29 August 1918 Hartford.  He married Vera May 

Simpson in Hartford on 5 October 1940.  Harold died on 13 July 1987 in 
East Granby, Hartford.  From his obituary they had 3 sons – David, 

Harold Johannas and Kevin.  
Sherwood Jensen born 18 July 1922 Hartford.  He married Gertrude 

Jacobsen with a New York marriage licence dated 11 July 1947.    
Sherwood died on 7 June 1998 in West Hartford.  From his obituary 
they had 4 children – Kenneth, Ann, Bradley and Rosemarie.  

Helen born 19 April 1928 in Manchester (from death record).  She 
married Jules A Lenard on 23 October 1948 in Windsor, Hartford, 

Connecticut.  Helen died on 23 April 2013 in Windsor, Hartford, 
Connecticut.  Two sons named in her obituary – Robert B Lenard and 
Gary Alan Lenard.  
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William Robinson b. 12 August 1856 Derrymacfall and baptised on 29 August 

1856 in Drumcree Church of Ireland.  Parents John and Mary Taylor.  John was 
a farmer.  (Drumcree baptisms MEC 1/21, 42-43 PROIN transcribed by Mary 

Farrelly).  He married Charlotte Ann Wilson on 26 August 1889 in Bangor, Co. 
Down (www.irishgenelaogy.ie).  Both were living in the town and William was a 
commission agent.  The marriage notice in the Belfast News-letter described him 

as being the 4th son of John Taylor of Derrymacfall.   
         

In his father’s will of 1890, William was to receive six hundred weight of potatoes 
each year from his brother Alexander. William was a fancy goods shopkeeper in 
Clifton Street, Belfast on the 1901 census.  By the 1911 census the family had 

moved to Clifton Park Avenue and William was a hosiery machine agent.  He and 
Charlotte had had 3 children but only 2 were alive.   
 

William died at his home on 22 May 1920 with his son present.  Cause of death 
was arteriosclerosis (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  William was aged 62 and was a 

hosiery manufacturer.  From will calendars at PRONI, probate was granted to 
Thomas Taylor, farmer.   Charlotte died on 21 April 1941 at The Square, 
Ballyclare aged 80. From https://dof.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialsearch, William 

and Charlotte were buried in Grave B2 172 in Dundonald Cemetery 
 

Charlotte and William had 3 children – 
 

1. Mary Jane born 3 April 1890 at 54 Duncairn Street in Belfast with father 

an agent.  She died at 12 Duncairn Street on 11 March 1893 of acute 
bronchitis aged 2 years with father an agent (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  
 

2. Margaret Ann born 13 February 1891 at 54 Duncairn Street with father an 
agent. She was on the 1901 and 1911 census with her parents and 

brother.  In 1911 she was a dressmaker.  Margaret married Ernest 
Wilberforce Davison, a commercial traveller, on 29 June 1930 in St Enochs 
Presbyterian church in Belfast.  Found no other information.  

 
3. William Thomas born 17 May 1895 at 157 Donegal Street in Belfast.  He 

was on the 1901 and 1911 census with his parents and sister.  Found no 
other information.  
 

Alexander born 13 February 1859 Derrycarn and baptised on 24 April 1859 in 

Drumcree. From www.irishgenealogy.ie, Alexander married Mary Jane McCreery 
in Drumcree Church of Ireland on 25 March 1892.  He was a farmer of 
Derrymacfall and Mary was from Cornalack.  Witnesses were Rachel McCreery 

and Thomas Taylor.  Alexander was farming at Derrymacfall on the 1901 and 
1911 census.  They had 7 children and all were alive in 1911.  Alexander died on 

21 November 1949 at Derrymacfall aged 90.  Son Joseph was granted probate, 
from will calendars at PRONI.  From the parish registers, he was buried in Grave 
350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree Church on 23 November (Trevor McNiece).  

Mary Jane died suddenly at her home at Derrymacfall on 24 April 1950 according 
to the death notice in Belfast News-Letter of 25 April (Irish Newspaper Archive on 
www.slq.qld.gov.au).  She was buried with her husband in Grave 350 on 26 April.   
 

 

http://www.irishgenelaogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
https://dof.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialsearch
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/
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Their 7 children were – 

 
1. Margaret born 6 January 1893.  Was on 1901 and 1911 census with her 

parents. Nothing else known. 
 

2. John Joseph born 28 November 1894.  Was on 1901 and 1911 census with 

his parents.  From the parish burial register, John was buried in Grave 350 
in the old graveyard of Drumcree Church on 26 April 1984.  He was aged 

89 and his address was 5 Derrymacfall Road Portadown (Trevor McNiece).   
 

3. Thomas Alexander born 30 October 1896.  He was on 1901 and 1911 

census with his parents. Thomas emigrated to the US about 1922 (from 
census) and married Lucy Jones in New York on 9 June 1923.  A daughter 
Ethel was born in 1925.  Thomas was a milkman living in Queens on the 

1930 census.  His brother William was living with them. The family of 3 
were still in Queens on the 1940 census.  Thomas completed a WWII draft 

registration card in 1942.  He was still living in Queens, full name given 
with DOB and location of birth as Portadown.  Wife Lucy named as next of 
kin.  Thomas died in February 1978 in the USA with date of birth given.  

 
4. Mary Florence born 18 March 1899.  Was on 1901 and 1911 census with 

her parents.  From Drumcree marriages supplied Trevor McNiece, Mary 
married William Robert Conn on 3 February 1932.  She was the daughter 
of Alexander Taylor of Derrymacfall and he was the son of James Conn of 

West Street in Portadown.  From the parish burial register (Trevor 
McNiece), William R Conn aged 74 of Ballymageown Portadown was buried 
in Grave 350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree Church on 17 October 

1975.  His widow Mary Florence Conn of 5 Derrymacfall Road Portadown 
was buried in the same grave on 25 December 1994 aged 95.   

 
5. William David born 7 August 1901 who was on the 1911 census with his 

parents. He emigrated from Ireland to the United States via Canada. 

William arrived in St John New Brunswick on 3 April 1927.  Full name 
given and address in Ireland of Derrymacfall.  William crossed into Detroit 

on 7 December 1928.  He was on the 1930 census living with his brother 
Thomas in New York.  Can’t find William on the 1940 census, however he 
completed a WWII draft registration card in 1942 giving his full name, date 

of birth and location of birth as Portadown.  Wife Kathleen was named as 
next of kin and they were living in New Jersey.  William was employed by 
the British Purchasing Commission.  Have found no death record.  

 
6. Ethel Jane born 9 February 1904 who was on the 1911 census with her 

parents.  From marriages supplied by Trevor McNiece, Ethel married 
Rowan Jennings on 6 September 1932.  She was the daughter of Alexander 
Taylor of Derrymacfall and he was the son of Rowan Jennings of Edward 

Street, Portadown.   
 

7. Charles Henry born 11 October 1906 who was on the 1911 census with his 

parents.  Charles died aged 4 on 5 April 1911 from Diphtheria.  His father 
Alexander, a farmer, was present.  Charles was buried in Grave 350 in the 

old graveyard of Drumcree Church the following day (Trevor McNiece).   
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6. Thomas b. 1819 

 
From parish baptism records supplied by Trever McNiece, Thomas was baptised 

on 19 December 1819 with father named as John Taylor of Derrycorey.  He 
married Margaret Atkinson on 7 July 1857 in Tullylish Church of Ireland 

(www.irishgenealogy.ie). Thomas was a farmer of Derrycory as was his father 
John.  Margaret was the daughter of William Atkinson, a farmer of Moyallen.  
Witnesses were Robert Taylor and John Jackson.  Thomas ran the family farm at 

Derrycory before and after his mother’s death in December 1866.  He appears on 
the Griffith Valuation at #6A & B which was house/office/land of 11 acres 2 
roods 25 perches (www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation). Thomas lived in 

6Aa and his sister Anne Jane Brown in 6Ab.  In 1880 he bought #5ABC from his 
brother James (www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni.  

 
Thomas made a will dated 16 December 1898 in which he names his 4 children - 
John, Jane Mercer, Minnie Mercer and Letitia Taylor. Jane and Minnie were to 

receive half a crown each, Letitia was to receive 5 pounds and John was to inherit 
everything else.  Thomas’ wife Margaret had died 18 September 1893 at Derrycory 

aged 60 (www.irishgenealogy).  Cause of death - hepatitis 3 months.  Thomas 
himself died 10 April 1905.  From www.irishgenealogy.ie, he was a widowed 
farmer aged 85 of Derrycorey (their spelling). Cause of death Erysipelas & 

Nephritis 12 days and Cardiac Syncope. Son John was present.   
Trevor McNiece, sexton of Drumcree advised that Thomas and his wife Margaret 
were buried in the old graveyard of Drumcree Church with Thomas’ parents John 

and Jane Taylor in Grave 350.  Margaret was buried on 20 September 1893 and 
Thomas on 12 April 1904.  From will calendars at www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni, 

probate was granted to his son John Taylor, farmer of Derrycorry and John 
Brown a National School teacher on 8 March 1906. The Valuation Revision Books 
reflect the change of ownership of #5ABC and #6AB to son John in 1906.   

 
Thomas and Margaret had 5 known children - 
 

John born 27 April 1858 Derrycorey and baptised 6 June 1858 in Drumcree 

(Trevor McNiece).  He married Elizabeth Prentice est. 1897 based on 1911 census.  
I have been unable to find   a marriage on www.irishgenealogy.ie or 

https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk.  All of their children’s birth records give her maiden 
name as Prentice and the census states Elizabeth was born in Co. Armagh.  John 
and Elizabeth were on the 1901 census living at Derrycory with his father 

Thomas.  John was a farmer aged 42.  His nephew Thomas Henry Mercer (Jane’s 
son) was a farm hand living with them.  When his father died, John took over the 

lease of the farm.  The Valuation Revision Books on www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni 
show the change of name for 5ABC and 6AB Derrycory in 1906.  John and his 
wife were still at Derrycory on the 1911 census with 2 children.  They had been 

married 14 years, had 3 children and one was deceased.  The Valuation Revision 
Books show that John was still farming the land in 1929.  John died on 12 
November 1941 and Elizabeth on 16 December 1944.  Both were aged 83 

(https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk). John left no will on www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni. 
From parish burial records for Grave 350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree 

Church, John was buried on 12 November 1941 and Elizabeth on 18 December 
1944 (Trevor McNiece).   

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.irishgenealogy/
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http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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Their 3 children were – 
 

1. Thomas John born 24 January 1899 at Derrycory.  He was on the 1901 
and 1911 census with his parents.  From will calendars 
www.nidirect.go.uk/proni, Thomas died on 13 May 1952 in the Lurgan and 

Portadown Hospital.  Administration was granted to his sister Elizabeth 
Agnes Forde.  Thomas was a retired farmer of Derrycorey aged 52.  Do not 

know if he married.  Thomas was buried in Grave 350 in the old graveyard 
of Drumcree Church on 15 May (Trevor McNiece).  
 

2. William born 4 January 1902 and died 9 February 1902 at Derrycory 
(www.irishgenealogy.ie).  It states he was the son of a farmer and was 
delicate from birth.  William was buried in the old graveyard at Drumcree 

church in Grave 350 with his grandparents Thomas and Margaret Taylor 
and great grandparents John and Jane Taylor (Trevor McNiece).  

 
3. Elizabeth Agnes born 2 May 1904.  She married John George Ford on 15 

April 1926 in Drumcree Church of Ireland (Trevor McNiece).  Elizabeth was 

granted administration over her brother’s estate on his death in 1952. John 
George Forde was buried in Grave 350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree 

Church on 12 May 1979.  He was aged 77 and had an address of 44 
Derrycarn Road Portadown.  His widow was buried as Agnes Elizabeth 
Forde on 22 August 1984.  She was aged 80 and had the same address.   

 

Jane born 20 April 1860 Derrycorey and baptised on 17 June in Drumcree 
Church of Ireland (Trevor McNiece).  She married Henry Mercer in Drumcree on 
21 October 1880 (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  Both were aged 20.  Henry was a 

National School Teacher. Can’t find a death for Henry but from son John’s birth 
record he was an insurance agent in the US in 1891.   

Jane may have been working as a nurse in Raphoe on the 1901 census.  She was 
living at 26 College Gardens in Belfast in October 1907 when her daughter Anna 
emigrated to Massachusetts.   

 
On 17 August 1909, Jane Mercer nee Taylor (father Thomas a farmer), widow 

aged 48 married John George Dodds, a widowed park ranger of Botanic Park age 
58 in St Anne's, Belfast (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  Jane was living at Inishowen, 
Deramore Drive.  When son Thomas completed his WWI draft registration card in 

Massachusetts in 1917, he gave his next of kin as his mother Mrs Jane Dodds of 
Botanic Park, Belfast. Can’t find a death record for Jane.  
  

The 5 known children of Jane and Henry were –  
 

1. Letitia Elizabeth born 9 May 1881 Derrycory with father a school teacher.  
She was on the 1901 census as a 19 year old general servant to the Young 
family in Belfast.  By the 1911 census she was living on her own at 65 

Carlow Street in Belfast and was a drapers’ assistant aged 29.  Letitia 
married John Lyttle in Holy Trinity Church of Ireland in Belfast on 30 June 
1912.  He was a widower aged 42, employed as a labourer.  Letitia aged 31 

was a spinster living at 65 Carlow Street and her father was Henry Mercer, 
school master.  Can’t find a death record. 

http://www.nidirect.go.uk/proni
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2. Anna Margaret born 27 March 1884 in Eglington, Co. Londonderry with 

father a school teacher. She emigrated from Londonderry to the USA 
arriving on 21 October 1907.  Anna gave her mother as her contact in 

Ireland living at 26 College Gardens in Belfast and she gave an aunt 
(surname Mercer) in Church Street, Manchester, Connecticut as her 
contact in the USA.  This would be her aunt Minnie who married James 

Henry Mercer.  Anna was a servant in Cambridge on the 1920 census and 
a servant in Watertown on the 1930 census.  She was single.  Can’t find a 

death record.  
 

3. Thomas Henry born on 29 September 1885 at his grandparents’ home in 

Derrycory.  His father Henry was a school master of Eglington, Co. 
Londonderry.  Thomas was living with his grandfather Thomas Taylor and 
his Uncle John Taylor (and wife Elizabeth) at Derrycory on the 1901 

census.  He was employed as a farm servant.  Thomas emigrated to Boston, 
Massachusetts arriving on 9 May 1909.  He was aged 23, a grocer’s 

assistant from Portadown and his contact in Ireland was his sister Letitia 
living at 65 Carlow Street in Belfast.  Thomas was going to a friend John 
Shaw in Boston.  No mention of his parents but his mother Mrs Jane 

Dodds of Botanic Park Belfast was named as his next of kin on his WWI 
draft registration card of 1917.   

In 1918 Thomas married Mary Frances Cullen in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. From the 1920 and 1940 census and the 1930 trade 
directory, Thomas managed a grocery store. No children named in the 

census.  Thomas died on 20 October 1945 in Watertown and was buried in 
Ridgelawn cemetery Lot 595 Section B Grave 1.  His wife Mary was buried 
in Grave 2.   

 
4. Flora Jane born 2 July 1887 in Eglington, Co. Londonderry where her 

father was a school teacher.  Can find nothing else. 
 

5. John born 26 December 1891 in Derrycory.  His father Henry Mercer was 

an insurance agent living in America.  Aunt Minnie Taylor present at his 
birth.  He died 10 days later from bronchitis.  Again Minnie was present.  
 

Mary Ann born 4 August 1862 Derrycorey and baptised on 11 September 1862 

in Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  She died at Derrycorey on 15 June 1864 aged 1 
year (https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk) with father Thomas Taylor of Derrycorey.  
Cause of death, croup for 3 days.  Trevor McNiece advised that Mary Ann was 

buried on 16 June in the same grave as her parents and grandparents (Grave 350 
in the old graveyard).  The inscription gave her age as 1 year 10 months.  

 
Mary (Minnie) born 25 October 1865 Derrycory and baptised 13 December 1865 
in Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  She married James Henry Mercer in Drumcree on 

23 June 1896 (www.irishgenealogy.ie). He was a farmer of Ballinarry/Milltown. 
They emigrated from Ireland to the United States, arriving in New York on 8 

February 1897.  By the 1900 census they had settled in Manchester, Hartford, 
Connecticut and James was a carpenter.  Minnie and James had four children, 3 
of whom were alive.   

 

https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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From the 1910 census, James had changed employment and now worked in a 

silk mill.  He died in Manchester on 14 February 1916.  Minnie was a widow 
living at 114 Summit Street on the 1920 census.  She was working in the silk mill 

and had a mortgage on her home.  Minnie died on 25 June 1928 at her home and 
was buried with her husband in East Cemetery.   
 

Their children were – 
 

1. Thomas Arthur born 29 October 1896 Ballynarry.  He emigrated with his 
parents but had died prior to the 1901 census.  
  

2. Margaret born November 1898 Manchester, Hartford, Connecticut.  She 
married Oliver McMullen on 23 June 1916 and died on 13 January 1919.  
Margaret was buried in East Cemetery.   

 
3. Raymond born 4 November 1904.  He married Alice Ingeborg Rice on 24 

October 1936.  Raymond died on 5 April 1966 and was buried in East 
Cemetery.  
From census they had 2 sons –  

Ronald James b. 10 October 1938 who died on 23 April 1995.  He had 
married Dorothy Tyler in 1967.  Ronald and Dorothy had 3 children – 

Jeffrey Wilson, Rhonda Michelle and Linda M.  In 1987 Ronald and Dorothy 
divorced.  
Russell R born 14 November 1942.      

                                               
4. Minnie born 15 March 1906.  She married Olin Arthur Gerich on 25 May 

1925.  Olin was a gas station proprietor on the 1930 and 1940 census and 
in the 1950 business directory.  Olin died on 20 January 1966 and was 

buried in Buckland Cemetery.  Minnie died on 12 January 1988 in 
Manchester and was buried with her husband.   

         They had 2 known children – 
Olin Raymond born 4 August 1929.  Olin married Elizabeth Jane Arner on 
18 November 1950.  From 1977 business directory he must have taken 

over the family gas station as he is now the proprietor.  Olin died in Florida 
on 6 February 1999 and was buried in Buckland Cemetery.  From his 
obituary they had 6 children – Susan, George, Jeanette, Clifford, Melissa 

and Butch.  
Dorothy M born est. 1932.  From her parents obituary she married and had 

surname Meek.  
 

Letitia born 18 June 1868 Derrycory (www.irishgenealogy.ie) and baptised on 13 
September 1868 in Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  She was on the 1901 census as a 

servant living at house #51 Fitzwilliam Street in Belfast.  Letitia married Henry 
Bunting, a porter, in St Aiden Church of Ireland Belfast on 16 May 1901.  She 
gave an address of 38 Fitzwilliam Street and her father Thomas Taylor was a 

farmer.  Henry and Letitia were living in Charleville Avenue, Belfast on the 1911 
census.  Letitia died on 3 May 1954 at 9 Blythe Street, Belfast aged 84.  She was 

buried in grave B3 46 at Dundonald Cemetery on 5 May 1954 along with Henry 
and their sons (https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords).   
 

 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords
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Letitia and Henry had 2 known sons – 

 
1. William Thomas born 16 May 1902 at 22 Spring Street Belfast.  He died of 

Diabetes Mellitus on 13 November 1913 aged 11.  William was buried in 
Dundonald Cemetery Grave B3 46.   
 

2. George Henry born 8 May 1904 at 49 Agra Street, Belfast.  He died on 18 
April 1922 at 9 Blythe Street, Belfast.  It also stated that he died in the 

River Lagan at Stranmillis along with home address. George was buried 
with parents and brother in Dundonald Cemetery Grave B3 46 under the 
name of Henry Bunting.  

 
 

7. Mary b. 1822 

Mary, the daughter of John Taylor of Derrycaray (their spelling) was baptised on 7 
April 1822 in Drumcree Church of Ireland (Parish Records at PRONI MIC1/21, 
42-43).  This was confirmed by Trevor McNiece.   From the same sources, Mary 

Taylor married Singleton Locke on 13 November 1851 in Drumcree.  Singleton 
was of full age, a bachelor of Drumanphy which is in Tartaraghan Parish and his 

occupation was given as Linen Manufacturer.  His father was also Singleton 
Locke, a Linen Manufacturer.  Mary Taylor was a spinster of full age living in 
Derrycory.  Her father John Taylor was a farmer.  Singleton Locke snr. & jnr. say 

that they were linen manufacturers in 1851 so it's most likely they were working 
on a loom at home.  The first linen weaving factory was established in Portadown 
in 1860 so up until then all weaving would have been done on home looms.  From 

the 1821 census of Ireland transcript in the Crossle Genealogical Abstracts on 
www.findmypast.com.au, Singleton was aged 7 so born 1814/1815.  This agrees 

with his age at death.   
 
According to the Griffith Valuation www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation 

dated 21 July 1864, Singleton Locke was residing in John Street, Portadown.  
The Valuation Revision Books for Corcrain at www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni give it as 

#7 John Street comprising house/office/yard.  Singleton's name was removed in 
1870 and he was listed at #58 Woodhouse Street from 1869.  This was a 
house/office/garden.  The name doesn’t change to Mary Locke until 1882 (four 

years after Singleton’s death).  It then moves from Mary Locke to Hugh Donald in 
1902.  The house number changes to #34 some time prior to 1901 when the 
whole street is renumbered. 

 
On 18th December 1869, the Portadown News, www.findmypast.ie, reported that 

Singleton Locke was summoned for an assault on Elizabeth Campbell, a little girl 
from Drummanphy (their spelling), on 25th November that year. She said she had 
given him 6s from a neighbour, Mrs McAteer to pay in to the Loan Fund. He 

didn’t pay it in and when she and Mrs McAteer went to his house in Portadown to 
query it, he denied he’d ever had the money and “took hold of (Elizabeth) by the 

throat and nearly choked her”. In the courtroom, Singleton, who was almost deaf, 
didn’t help his case by approaching Elizabeth and choking her again, apparently 
to show that was all he did to her. The Bench convicted him of the assault, fined 

him 10s and costs, with a third of the fine to be paid to the complainant. The 
article is entitled “Strange Conduct”!     

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.findmypast.ie/
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From the 1911 census, Mary and Singleton had 8 children.  Details of those 

children and their descendants follow on page 30.  From their marriage and 
death records, Singleton was a farmer, a grocer and a dealer.  
 

Singleton Locke, farmer, died on 22 December 1878 at Woodhouse Street, 
Portadown of Paralysis (https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  He was aged 64 and his 
daughter Margaret was present.  Singleton left no will.  He was buried in St Paul's 

Tartaraghan on 24 December 1878, aged 64 (Reverend David Hillier).   Engraved 
on the same gravestone are the details for his wife Mary who died in 1912 aged 

89 years.  Reverend David Hillier advised there was no entry in the parish 
registers for Mary’s burial in St Paul’s.  
 

Mary Locke was on the 1901 census for Brackagh aged 78.  She was a retired 

shopkeeper living with her daughter and son in law, Letitia & Henry Kerr and her 
granddaughter Minnie McElroy.  Mary was still living with the Kerrs on the 1911 
census aged 88.   She stated that she had borne 8 children and 5 were still living. 

From www.irishgenealogy.ie, Mary died at Brackagh on 22 January 1912 aged 
89.  She was described as the widow of Singleton Locke, farmer.  Son in law 

Henry Kerr was present.  Cause of death was gangrene of foot 7 days.  Mary left 
no will.  Trevor McNiece, Sexton of Drumcree Parish Church solved the mystery of 
Mary’s non burial in St Paul’s Tartaraghan.  From the Drumcree parish registers, 

Mary Locke was buried in the Taylor family plot in Drumcree on 24 January 
1912.  The grave number is 350 in the old graveyard and her address was given 

as Mullavilly.   
 
 

8. James b. 1826 
  
James, son of John and Jane Taylor of Derrycorey was baptised on 15 January 
1926 in Drumcree (Trevor McNiece).  He married Sarah Anne Atkinson on 23 

April 1856 in Drumcree Church of Ireland.  James was a farmer of Derrycory and 
his father John, a farmer, was named.  Sarah was the daughter of Andrew 

Atkinson of Derryall, a farmer. All marriage details from www.rootsireland.ie. 
Page19 
James was the lessee of 5A, 5B and 5C in Derrycory on the Griffith Valuation 

(www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation).  It was a house, office and land of 5 
acres 2 roods 15 perches, land of 1 acre 2 roods and 25 perches and land of 1 
acre 10 perches. From the valuation revision books (www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni), 

the land was transferred to his brother Thomas Taylor in 1880.   
 

James and Sarah had at least 7 children according to his will which gave the 
daughters’ married surnames.  Dates of birth from www.irishgenealogy.ie.  On 
that site I found the births of two more daughters who weren’t named in their 

father’s will dated 4 November 1910 – Sarah and Rachel.   
 

James, a married farmer of Derrycarn, Drumcree died aged 84 on 27 November 
1910 of Uraemia with Richard Taylor present (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  A Richard 
Taylor was an executor of his will and a witness was Alexander Taylor.  James 

was buried in Grave 350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree Church on 29 
November (Trevor McNiece).   
 

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.rootsireland.ie/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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Sarah and James were on the 1910 census for Derrykeeran and Sarah was on 

the 1911 census at the same address.  She died on 17 March 1925 aged 91, 
Lurgan registration district (https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk). Sarah was buried with 

her husband in Grave 350 on 19 March.   
 

John born 10 March 1857 (from death record and naturalization petition).  He 
married Mary Jane Taylor of Derrycarn (father William) in Drumcree Church of 

Ireland on 1 November 1877.  Witnesses were Thomas and John Taylor 
(www.irishgenealogy.ie).  They emigrated to the USA settling in Cambridge 

Massachusetts.  John arrived in New York on 11 April 1881 with his brother 
James.  Have found no passenger listing for Mary Jane and children. The family 
were on the 1900 and 1901 census for Cambridge and John was a collector for 

instalment furniture. John died on 25 November 1910, two days before his father, 
in Cambridge with his parents named.  Cause of death – acute congestion of 
lungs and weak heart.  Informant his wife Mrs M J Taylor.  He was buried on 28 

November in the Cambridge Cemetery.  Mary was living with her married 
daughter Georgina on the 1920 census and was listed living on her own in the 

1930 city directory.  Have found no death for Mary.   
 
John and Mary had 8 children according to the 1900 census and 4 were alive, 

Georgina, Eliza, Frederick and Walter.  I have found the births and deaths for the 
other 4 children who died young. 

 
1. Sarah Georgina (Georgina) born 30 September 1878 in Mary Street, 

Portadown with father a car driver (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  Georgina was 

employed as a type setter on the 1900 census and a monotype operator on 
the 1910 census.  On 21 October 1914, Georgina Sarah Taylor married 

Patrick Walter McGuire.  From the 1920 census, he was a printer.  
Georgina’s mother and single brother, Walter, were living with them.  They 
had no children.  Sarah died on 11 March 1939 and Patrick died on 29 

December 1941, both in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
 

2. Elizabeth Jane born 21 January 1880 in Mary Street, Portadown 

(www.irishgenealogy.ie). Her father John was a car driver.  On the 1900 
census, she was employed as a type setter and was living with her parents 

and siblings in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  Elizabeth married Ovid Louis 
Donnine about 1904 as they had been married for 6 years according to the 
1910 census.  Ovid was a book binder.   

From the 1920 census they had one child. Elizabeth’s unmarried brother 
Warren was living with them on the 1940 census. Ovid died in 1954.   

Elizabeth died in Somerville, Massachusetts on 31 October 1971.   
Elizabeth and Ovid had one child – 
Doris born 1913 who was a teacher on the 1940 census.  

 
3. Matilda born 17 April 1881 in John Street, Portadown with father a car 

driver.  She died aged 5 days from convulsions on 21 April 1881.  All from 
www.irishgenealogy.ie.   
 

4. Edith Louisa born 29 May 1884 Cambridge, Massachusetts who died on 
14 January 1888 from diphtheria.  
 

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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5. Frederick James born 24 October 1885 in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  He 

was a confectionary salesman according to the census.  Frederick married 
Louise Clara Easton on 6 October 1910 in Nashua, New Hampshire.  He 

completed a WWI draft enlistment card. Frederick died on 25 September 
1918 from influenza and bronchopneumonia.  Louise died on 29 
September 1942.   

Frederick and Louise had one known child-  
Louise Easton Taylor b. 20 June 1911.   She married Calvin Alonzo Palmer 

in Belmont, Massachusetts in 1934.  They had 2 daughters -Carolyn who 
married Leroy Tirrell and Jean Ethel who married Donald Paul Houllahan.  
Louise died on 28 April 1961 in Belmont.   

 
6. William Andrew born 13 April 1887 in Cambridge who died from 

meningitis on 15 February 1888.  Parents named.  
 

7. William John born 23 July 1888 in Cambridge who died on 16 April 1897 

aged 8 years 9 months.  Cause of death – purpura haemorrhage.  Parents 
named.   
 

8. Warren Kingsley born 17 July 1896 Cambridge.  He was a confectionary 
salesman and was a member of the Masons.  Warren was living with his 

married sister Georgina and her husband on the 1920 and 1930 census.  
By 1940 he was boarding with Sam and Elizabeth J Donnine. From his 
obituary, this was his sister. Warren died in Cambridge on 17 May 1971.   

 

James born 9 March 1859 from naturalization petition.  He emigrated to the USA 
on the Anchoria from Glasgow arriving in New York on 11 April 1881.  In 1892 he 

married Hattie from Germany.  James applied for Naturalization on 15 April 1896 
providing date of arrival in NY, year of birth and address of 745 Ninth Ave, Long 
Island.  He was a silk weaver.  James’ petition was granted on 9 August 1898.  

Hattie and James were on the 1910 census for NY where James was a worker in 
the silk textile industry.  They had one child born but it was deceased.  James 
was 51 and Hattie 38.  They have then returned to Ireland as they are on the 

1911 census living with James’ widowed mother, Sarah, and his brother 
Atkinson.  Ages 52 and 39, married 19 years with one child (deceased).   

James and Hattie remained in Ireland.  He died at Derrycarne on 10 April 1933 
aged 74 from cardiac failure.   His cousin T A Atkinson of Derryall was present 
and registered his death.  James was married and a farmer.  He was buried in 

Grave 350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree Church on 11 April (Trevor McNiece).  
Hattie died in Lurgan Hospital of a cerebral haemorrhage on 16 July 1946.  She 

was a widow aged 74 and a pensioner with an address of Derryall. From the 
parish registers, Hattie was buried in grave 315 on 18 July and not in the Taylor 
family plot.   

 
Mary Elizabeth born prior to civil records and est. 1863 from 1940 census.  
From her father’s will, she married and had surname of Boggs. Mary emigrated to 

Massachusetts about 1888 according to the 1910 census.  She married James 
O’Brien, a clerk in Cambridge Massachusetts on 23 December 1891.  It was his 

3rd marriage and it ended in divorce.   
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Mary Elizabeth O’Brien nee Taylor married John Boggs in Cambridgeon 3 May 

1903.  It was a 2nd marriage for both of them.  John was a clerk and Mary a cook.  
It states she was divorced and her parents were named as James Taylor and 

Sarah Atkinson.   
 
John was the son of John Boggs of Donegal. John and Mary were on the 1910 

census for Cambridge but I can’t find them in 1920 or 1930.  John was listed in 
city directories nearly every year and Mary was recorded in the 1930 directory.  

John died in 1931.  Mary was living with her widowed brother, Andrew, on the 
1940 census in Arlington, Massachusetts.  Age given as 77.  Have found no death 
for Mary.  
 

Andrew Thomas born 31 October 1864 Derrycory (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  He 
emigrated via Halifax to Boston, arriving on 14 May 1882.  On 12 July 1884, he 
married Isabella Cearns in Lowell, Massachusetts.  His parents were named as 

James and Sarah Taylor.  They were on the 1900 and 1910 census for Cambridge 
where Andrew was a teamster in the furniture business.  By 1920 they had 

moved to Arlington and were still there on the 1930 census.  Isabella died in 
1937.  Andrew was a widower living in Arlington in 1940.  Son Walter was listed 
at the same address, as was Andrew’s widowed sister Mary (no surname given) 

aged 77.  An Andrew T Taylor died in Boston in 1946.   
 

Andrew and Isabella had 4 children – 
 

1. William Thomas born 27 September 1885 Lowell, Massachusetts.  He 

married Madoline Adeline Mehles in Cambridge on 17 April 1914.  From 
census, he owned and operated a gas station at Belmont.  No children 

named on 1920 or 1930 census.  From Mason’s membership card, William 
died on 16 January 1959.  Obituary names wife.  
 

2. Herbert Andrew born 29 June 1887 Cambridge, Massachusetts.  He 
married Elsie Thayer in Cambridge on 16 November 1909.  Herbert was a 

tea salesman in 1910, a vaudeville entertainer in 1930 and a clown in 
1940.  Elsie died in 1945 and Herbert remarried to Theresa M F Dunn 
(date and location unknown).  Herbert died on 3 June 1966 in Suffolk, 

Massachusetts.   
Herbert and Elsie had 2 sons –  

Richard Andrew b. 15 June 1910 Boston.  He died on 6 August 1987 and 
was buried in West Roxbury, Massachusetts.   
Herbert Augustus b. 11 January 1912 Boston. He married 1st Olive 

Bertacchini in New Hampshire in 1932 and 2nd as a widower to Carolyn 
Elizabeth Bozic nee Hagan in Oregon in 1954.  Herbert died in Oregon on 

24 August 1971.  
 

3. Walter John born 29 April 1889 Cambridge, Massachusetts.  He married 

Rose Agnes Doherty on 6 October 1912 in Cambridge.  From census, he 
was a mechanic and they had divorced by 1940. Walter died in September 

1967.   
 

4. Emma Isabella born 15 March 1896 Cambridge, Massachusetts. On 1900 

and 1910 census with parents.  Nothing else found.  

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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Rebecca born 5 January 1867 Derrycory (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  From her 

father’s will, she married and has surname of Britton.  Rebecca, aged 24, and her 
sister Martha, emigrated to South Manchester, Connecticut, arriving in New York 

on 28 April 1891.  They had sailed from Moville, Co. Donegal on the Circassia.  
Both were domestic servants.  Rebecca married James Britton, an Englishman, in 
1894 and they lived in either South Manchester or South Windsor.  In 1900 

James was a silk weaver.  The 1910 and 1920 census list him as a farmer.  On 4 
May 1920 Rebecca applied for a passport to return to Ireland and visit her 

mother.  She gave her date of birth and location as Portadown. I can’t find them 
on the 1930 census.  James died in 1931 and Rebecca was a widow on the 1940 
census.  Rebecca died on 11 October 1940 and was buried in East Cemetery in 

Manchester.  Maiden name given as Taylor.  
 
Rebecca and James had a son – 

 

1. Reuben James Britton b. 15 April 1895 who married Evelyn Ruth Nelson 

on 28 November 1923 in Manchester.  He died in 1945.   
They had 3 children –  

James Nelson b. 28 July 1925. 
Robert C b. 28 March 1929 who died on 4 October 1999. 

Geraldine June b. 23 January 1931 who died on 21 August 2003.   
 
Martha Jane born 13 February 1870 Derrycory (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  From 

her father’s will, she married and had surname of Benison.  Martha aged 21 and 
her sister Rebecca emigrated to South Manchester, Connecticut, arriving in New 

York on 28 April 1891.  They had sailed from Moville, Co. Donegal on the 
Circassia.  Both were domestic servants.  Martha married Draper Benson in 
Manchester in 1893.  He was born 3 March 1864 in Tartaraghan and was a silk 

weaver.  They lived in Manchester from the 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940 
census.  Draper died on 26 January 1938 and Martha on 11 March 1950.  Both 
were buried in East Cemetery in Manchester.  Maiden name given as Taylor.  

 
Martha and Draper had 3 daughters –  

 

1. Florence Adelaide b. 7 June 1894 who married a widower Draper Benson on 
8 August 1950.  He was her father’s ½ brother’s son.  Florence died prior to 

19 June 1973 (date of obituary).  They had no children.  
 

2. Mildred E b. June 1897 who died on 26 May 1919 and was buried in East 
Cemetery, Manchester.  

 

3. Elsie M b. 15 June 1902 who married Collis Goslee on 12 October 1929.  No 
children on 1930 or 1940 census.  Elsie died on 17 February 1990 in Vernon, 

Connecticut.    
 

Sarah born 16 March 1872 Derrycory (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  She was not 
named in her father’s will dated 4 November 1910.  Can find no marriage or 
death on www.irishgenealogy.ie nor can I find her on the 1901 census.  
 

 
 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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Rachel born 3 August 1874 Derrycory.  She was not named in her father’s will.  

Rachel died in Derrycory on 23 June 1877 from the measles.  Father James 
Taylor, farmer of Derrycory was present.  Age given incorrectly as 1 when she was 

actually 2.  All from www.irishgenealogy.ie. 
 

Atkinson William born 1 July 1876 Derrycory (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  He was 
on the 1901 census with his parents and on the 1911 census with his widowed 

mother Sarah, his brother James and sister in law Hattie. Atkinson was employed 
as a farm worker and was described as an imbecile.  He died in Lurgan 

registration district on 10 February 1941 aged 65 (https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  
Atkinson was buried in Grave 350 in the old graveyard of Drumcree Church on 
12 February (Trevor McNiece).  
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Children of Mary Taylor and Singleton Locke 
 

 

1. Sarah born 5 September 1852 Drumanphy   
 
Sarah was baptised in St Paul's Tartaraghan on 6 September 1852 with parents 
Singleton & Mary Locke of Drumanphy (Tartaraghan baptisms MIC1/77 at 

PRONI).  Date of birth was given in the parish registers.  She was the twin of 
Mary. 

 
Sarah died prior to the 1911 census & according to sister Margaret’s wedding 
notice she had died prior to December 1885.  No record on www.irishgenealogy.ie 

or https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk from 1864-1885 so Sarah has died as an infant or 
a child.  No entry in the burial records for Tartaraghan MIC1/77-78 or Drumcree 
(Trevor McNiece).  As Sarah was baptised the day after her birth she may have 

died around the same time.  
 

 

2. Mary born 5 September 1852 Drumanphy 
 

Mary was baptised on 26 December 1852 in St Paul's Tartaraghan with parents 
Singleton & Mary Locke of Drumanphy (Tartaraghan baptisms at PRONI 

MIC1/77-78).  Date of birth was given in the parish register.  She was the twin of 
Sarah.   
 

Mary married James Gates, a labourer of Derrylileagh on 19 July 1877 in St 

Mark's Church of Ireland Portadown (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  The entry recorded 
that Mary was a minor which is odd as she would have been 24.  Witnesses were 

Margaret Locke (most likely her sister) and George A Locke.  Her father Singleton 
was noted to be a dealer which may or may not mean grocer.  His father was 
Alexander Gates, a labourer of Derrylileagh.  Mary was known as Auntie Gates.  

Mention is made of an Auntie May and an Uncle James in the “Brackagh Moss” 
poem by Richard Ross jnr. (page 54).   James Gates was born on 22 October 1857 

in Derrylard according to a baptism record on www.rootsireland.ie no date of 
baptism was given, only that it was in Milltown Church of Ireland.  His parents 
were named as Alexander and Martha Gates.  James had spent a few years in US 

with his parents, arriving in New York or 27 December 1871 and returning after 3 
April 1874.  A year of 1875 was given in a 1904 passenger list.  
 

From www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, James and Mary were on the 1881 Scotland 

census living at Rodgers Land, Port Glasgow.  James Gates was a labourer in the 
gasworks and Mary was a dressmaker.  Both give their age as 23 which in Mary’s 

case is incorrect.  She would have been 28.  By the 1891 census James was a 
gateman/timekeeper and they were living at 37 Ardgowan Street, Port Glasgow 
Greenock East.  Mary was a dressmaker aged 34 but should be 38. 
 

At some time they moved back to Ireland as they were living at house 6 in 
Mullenakill, Co. Armagh which is east of Dungannon on the 1901 census.  James 
was aged 44 and Mary 45.  She was a dressmaker and he was a cattle dealer.   

 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.rootsireland.ie/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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According to a cousin of our mother’s, James & Mary separated.  This is 

confirmed by the fact Mary was on the 1911 Scotland census as the head of the 
house.  She was living at Lily Bank, Port Glasgow and was aged 57, had been 

married for 34 years and was a dressmaker working for herself from home.  Lily 
Bank is a continuation of Glen Avenue where the Ross family lived.  Mary 
appears as the proprietor of a house on Lily Bank with a yearly rent or value of 8 

pounds in the 1915 Valuation Rolls on www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk.  She 
appears as the tenant/occupier of the property in the 1920, 1921, 1925, 1930 & 

1931 rolls, and by 1921, it is recorded as number 24.    
 
James Gates sailed from Londonderry on the Columbia on 16 April 1904.  He 

arrived in New York on 25 April 1904.  From the arriving passenger list on 
www.ancestry.com.au, James was aged 45, married and his occupation was as a 
dealer.  James had paid his own passage and had $50 or more in his possession.  

His destination was Philadelphia but no contact name or address was 
provided.  It doesn’t say what sort of dealer he was, there was no wife travelling 

with him and his last address in Ireland was Tyrone.  It was also recorded that 
James had previously been in the US and a date of 1875 was given.  This is most 
likely when he returned to Ireland.  On the 1910 census James Gates was a night 

watchman in a carpet mill in Philadelphia.  Age 52. Arrived in US in 1904.  Wife 
named as Sarah and aged 35.  She had arrived in US in 1907 from Ireland.  It 

says they have been married for 10 years.  Bigamy immediately sprung to mind 
as I can find no marriage in Ireland.  Then I wondered if it should have been 10 
months not 10 years.  No marriages for Pennsylvania online to check and no 

marriage on www.irishgenealogy.ie.  By the 1920 census they were at East 
Rockhill in Pennsylvania James Gates aged 61 a farmer.  Naturalised 1918.  Wife 
Sarah aged 44 b. Ireland.  Arrived in US 1904 and 1907 respectively.  Can't find 

either of them on 1930 or 1940 US census.  No death records for James or Sarah 
in Pennsylvania, Ireland or Scotland.   
 

Mary remained in Scotland until her death aged 83 on 25 February 1936 at 24 
Lilybank, Port Glasgow (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk).  Informant was her 
nephew James Ross.  Mary's parents are given as Singleton Locke, farmer, 

deceased and Mary Taylor, deceased.  Cause of death was senility.  It states she 
was ‘married to James Gates’ which suggests he may still have been alive, or that 

they didn’t know what had become of him.  Occupation, time keeper.  Mary was 
buried 28 February 1936 in Grave G 197 in Belfast City Cemetery – Glenalina 
Extension, with her sister Jane and brother in law Richard Ross. 
 

 
3. JANE b. 21 August 1853 Drumanphy 
 

Jane was baptised in St Paul's Tartaraghan on 23 October 1853 with parents 
Singleton & Mary Locke of Drumanphy (Tartaraghan baptism records at PRONI 
MIC1/77).  Date of birth was given in the parish register.   

 
From www.scotlandspeople,gov.uk, Jane married Richard Ross on 8 January 
1883.  Place of marriage was given as Morrisons Land, The Glen, Port Glasgow, 

Greenock.  The marriage took place after Banns according to the forms of the 
Church of Scotland. Officiating Minister was Thomas Kay of the Ladyburn Parish 

in Greenock.   

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.ancestry.com.au/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople,gov.uk/
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Her parents were Singleton Locke, grocer, deceased & Mary Taylor.  Richard was 

an iron caulker aged 21 and Jane was aged 23.  Witnesses were Thomas 
Ballantyne and Katie Ballantyne, Richard’s cousins.  Both Richard and Jane give 

an address of Morrisons Land, The Glen, Port Glasgow, Greenock.   
  
Jane and Richard had 6 children – Richard, James, Thompson, Singleton, Jane 

and Mary.  For more details on their families see contents for page numbers.   
 

From the 1884 Valuation Rolls on www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, Richard was the 
tenant occupier of a house in Morrison’s Buildings, Ardgowan Street Port 
Glasgow.  The details of the 1885 Valuation Roll lists Richard Ross (caulker) as 

the tenant/occupier of house 32 Ardgowan Street, Greenock.  It was noted as 
being Morrison's Building and annual rent seems to be 8 pounds.  This was most 
likely the same house as in 1884.  Ardgowan Street is a continuation of Belhaven 

Street going towards Greenock and is now either warehouses, commercial or 
vacant land. 

 
By the 1886 Roll, Richard was the tenant/occupier of house 7 Mary Street.  This 
street runs from Glen Avenue crossing Highholm Street and intersects with 

Belhaven Street.  The houses are tenement buildings so a number of families 
would have lived in each building. Mary Street and the tenement buildings still 

exist.   
 
The 1887 Roll is the first listing of Richard Ross as the tenant/occupier of a 

house in Glen Avenue.  No house number given and like Mary Street it would 
have been a tenement building rather than a house.  Annual rent was 9 pounds 9 
shillings.   

 
From 1891 Scotland census the family was residing in Glen Avenue, McCormick's 

Land, Port Glasgow.  McCormick's Land refers to the owner or feuar of the actual 
tenement building or the land on which it was built.  Richard & family are listed 
at Glen Avenue in the 1892, 1893, 1894 and 1895 Valuation Rolls.   

 
From the 1901 Scotland census, the family was residing 3 Glen Avenue, Port 

Glasgow in Renfrewshire. Whether this is the same tenement building as in 1891 
we can’t be sure but it is likely. The 1905 Valuation Roll lists Richard Ross, a 
caulker, as the tenant/occupier of house 5 Highholm Street, Port Glasgow paying 

annual rent of 16 pounds.  Again, this was a tenement building.   
 
In the 1911 Scotland census, the family was residing 5 Bellevue Terrace.  

According to the Watt Library, Bellevue Terrace was a tenement on Highholm 
Street so it is most likely it is the same address as in 1905.  Richard was listed as 

a boilermaker which suggests that he went back to work in the shipyards after 
selling the shop (mentioned below) in 1906. 
 

Richard was originally an Iron Caulker working in one of the many shipyards on 
the Clyde.   He had to stop working in the shipyards on medical advice due to 
inhalation of poor air while working in the ballast tanks.  The family had 

managed to save GPB50 to enable Richard to open a grocers/green grocers in a 
new building near the Glen Burn on 28 May 1899.  The shop sold fruit, 

vegetables, sweets and Halloween masks.   

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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The door opened each morning at 7.30am and the business flourished due to the 

good quality of merchandise and the good quantity given. Their sons, Richard and 
James, worked for them and daughter Jeannie had to collect the orders from 

various large homes and then deliver them before school.  According to Richard 
and Jane’s eldest son Richard, the lease on the shop expired after 7 years and 
Richard Snr. sold the business (est. 1906).  Sadly, people owed him GPB300 in 

unpaid bills but he refused to take legal action to recover it as he felt it to be 
unchristian.  This would be worth over GPB36,000 in 2020’s money - a vast sum.  

 
In 1913 Richard, his wife and children (except Richard Jnr.) resettled in Belfast.  
They were living at 45 Glandore Avenue in the 1918 & 1924 Belfast Street 

Directories on www.lennonwylie.co.uk.   He was recorded as Richard Ross, 
caulker.  By June 1926 they were living at 63 Glandore Avenue as James gave 
that address when he married.  As that house didn’t exist in 1924, it must have 

been newly built.   
 

Jane died on 1 May 1932 at 63 Glandore Avenue, Belfast aged 78.  Son, James 
Ross of 45 Deerpark Road was in attendance.  Cause of death was a coronary 
thrombosis (7 days).   From www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords, Jane Ross 

aged 78 was buried in grave G 197 in the Belfast City Cemetery Glenalina 
Extension on 3 May 1932.   Her husband, her sister Mary Gates and her 

daughter in law Mabel Ross are also buried in the grave. 
 
Richard died at 4 Castle Place, Larne on 14 December 1955 from a cerebral 

thrombosis (GRONI).  On 17 December 1955 he was buried in grave G 197 in the 
Belfast City Cemetery Glenalina Extension with his wife Jane. Richard died 
intestate and probate was granted on his estate of GPB 414 3s 2d on 23 January 

1956 to Singleton Locke Ross (administrator), Thompson Ross & James Ross.   
 

 

4. MARGARET b. 4 November 1854 Drumnaphy 
 

Margaret Locke, daughter of Singleton & Mary Locke of Drumanphy was baptised 

on 25 February 1855 in St Paul's Tartaraghan (Tartaraghan baptism records at 
PRONI MIC1/77).  Date of birth was given in the parish registers.  
 

Margaret was present when her father Singleton died in 1878 and registered his 
death.  She was unmarried.  From https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk, Margaret Locke 
married John Hughes in St Mark’s Church of Ireland, Portadown on 17 December 

1885.  Both were of full age.  Margaret stated she was from Portadown and her 
father was Singleton Locke, farmer.  John was a farmer of Tamnamore (parish of 

Killyman) Co. Tyrone and his father was James Hughes, farmer.  From the 
marriage notices in The Morning News (Belfast) dated Tuesday 22 December 
1885, Margaret was the 3rd daughter of the late Singleton Locke of Woodhouse 

Street, Portadown. 
 
Margaret and John were on the 1901 & 1911 census living at House #22 Victoria 

Street in Lurgan.  Margaret was a dressmaker. John was a van driver/salesman 
in 1901 and a bread server in 1911 so most likely had a bread run.  Margaret 

gives her age as 42 in 1901 and 53 in 1911.   
 

http://www.lennonwylie.co.uk/
http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
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Margaret and John had one child -   
 

Mary Jane born on 23 October 1887 in Lurgan www.irishgenealogy.ie.  Address 
of Union Street.  Her father was a labourer.  Mary Jane was a dressmaker in 
1911.  Have found no marriage or death.  

 
From https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk, Margaret died on 10 September 1925 at 47 

Victoria Street, Lurgan aged 65 (should be 70).   Cause of death was heart disease 
(5 years).  It was recorded that she was married so it is assumed husband John 
was still alive.  Daughter Mary Hughes registered the death.  John died on 1 

January 1938 at his home, 47 Victoria Street in Lurgan, He was an old age 
pensioner aged 81 and a widower.  Cause of death was bronchitis and 
myocarditis for 14 days and cardiac failure.  A Thomas Nicholson of 30 Victoria 

Street was present.   
 

 
5. UNKNOWN  

 

According to the 1911 census Mary Taylor and Singleton Locke had 8 children, 3 
of whom were deceased by that date. We have been able to identify 7 of their 

children.  It is likely that this unknown child was born between Margaret and 
Richard though it may have been between Letitia and Elizabeth.  It also can’t be 
ruled out that the unknown child was a twin of one of the other children.  I have 

found no baptism in the registers for St Paul’s Tartaraghan.  It is possible the 
baptism took place in St Mark’s Portadown but I have been unable to access 
those registers.  No marriage record on www.irishgenealogy.ie or 

https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk nor a death record from 1864.  It is of course 
possible they married and died elsewhere e.g. Scotland or the USA. 

 
 
6. RICHARD b. 31 October 1858 Portadown 
 

From his baptism on www.rootsireland.ie, Richard was the son of Singleton 

Locke, a dealer and his wife Mary.  He was baptised in Portadown Church of 
Ireland, which was St Mark’s, on 26 December 1858.  I have found no marriage 

or death record.  Richard would have been one of the three children of Mary 
Locke nee Taylor who were deceased prior to the 1911 census.  It is most likely he 
has died as an infant prior to civil records in 1864.   
 

 

7. LETITIA b. 1859 Portadown (from age at death) 
 

Found no baptism in Tartaraghan records at PRONI.  It is possible she was 
baptised in St Mark’s Portadown but I have been unable to access their registers.   
 

Letitia married Henry Kerr on 11 June 1896 at Mullavilly Church of Ireland, 

Kilmore, Armagh (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  His father was Valentine Kerr, farmer 
of Brackagh and Letitia’s father, Singleton Locke, was a farmer.  Henry was a 

widower when they married & his occupation was as a tailor.   

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.rootsireland.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/


 

Page | 35  
 

From his age at death Henry was b. est. 1856.  They had no children. 

Letitia and Henry lived at Brackagh in a house with a thatched roof.  This was the 
property owned by Valentine Kerr.  From the valuation revision books 

(www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni), Valentine Carr (should be Kerr) was the owner of 
#47C in Brackagh comprising house/office/land of 2 acres 3 roods 20 perches.  
Ownership changed to Henry Kerr from 1887 & 1895 (both dates given).  From 

will calendars at www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni, Valentine Kerr, farmer of Brackagh, 
died 29 October 1893 and administration was granted to son Henry Kerr, tailor of 

Brackagh on 16 October 1894 over effects of GBP 58.  Henry still had the 
property in 1929.    
 

Letitia & Henry brought up their niece Minnie (Mary Elizabeth) McElroy – 
daughter of Letitia's sister Elizabeth. 

 

From the will calendars on www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni, Henry Kerr died at 
Brackagh on 1 July 1931.  Minnie McElroy was granted probate on 19 November 

1941 for effects of GPB 95 15s.   Looking at his will held at PRONI, Henry left 
everything to his wife and after her death it was all to go to his niece Minnie 
McElroy.  It stated he owned 3 acres of land at Brackagh and this fits with the 

Griffith Valuation, the valuation revision books and our respective mother’s 
memories.  The cottage with land was on one side of the road and more land on 

the other which was an orchard.  Henry signed his will with 'his mark'.  No 
mention of his daughters from his first marriage.   
 

Letitia Kerr, widowed housekeeper, died of influenza/pneumonia on 18 March 
1941 at Brackagh.  Her nephew James Ross of Cregagh Park, Belfast was present 
(https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  She left no will.   

 
Elaine Bleakney from Brackagh advised that the farm belonging to the Kerr family 

passed from Minnie McElroy to Thomas George Wright and his wife Lily Anna nee 
Wright (date unknown).  In 1971 it was sold to Kenny and Pauline Hazley and is 
now owned by their daughter Janet Lindsay.  Elaine visited the original Kerr 

cottage in the 1970’s.  It is now part of the current farm yard as the Hasley’s built 
a new bungalow across the road on the orchard land.    

 

 

8. ELIZABETH b. 15 May 1864 Portadown (from death record)  
 

Elizabeth gives her birth as May 1864 on the 1900 United States census.  
However, there is no corresponding birth record on https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk 
nor on www.irishgenealogy.ie.  Therefore it is likely that Elizabeth was born prior 

to 1864.  It is possible she was baptised in St Mark’s Portadown but I have been 
unable to access their registers.   
 

Elizabeth Locke married James McIlroy on 26 March 1885 in St Mark's Church of 
Ireland Portadown (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  One witness was Elizabeth’s sister 

Maggie Locke.  James McIlroy was a linen lapper of Edenderry in Seagoe parish.  
His father George McIlroy was a coachman.  Elizabeth’s father Singleton was 
recorded as being a farmer.   

 

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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James’ date of birth was given as 12 August 1869 Belfast on his death record but 

it is more likely 1862 from his age on the 1910 and 1920 census.  No birth record 
on https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk  or www.irishgenealogy.ie which also suggests 

that he was born prior to 1864.   He stated he was born August 1860 on the 1900 
census.  
 

Their eldest three children were born in Portadown and all births were registered 
with surname of McIlroy.  

     
James emigrated from Ireland to the United States, arriving in New York on 9 
May 1892.  In the passenger listing, his surname was spelt McIlroy, he gave his 

age as 28 (b. 1864), occupation of linen lapper and address in US of Wayne, 
Pennsylvania.  Elizabeth, with children Singleton & James, sailed from 
Londonderry on 17 March 1893 on the Furnessia to join James in the United 

States.   Their surname was spelt McElroy.  James and Elizabeth’s daughter, 
Minnie, aged 3, was left in Brackagh with her grandmother Mary Locke and her 

Aunt Letitia Kerr nee Locke and her husband Henry Kerr, who were childless.   
 

The family settled in Philadelphia.  On the 1900 census, with surname spelt 
McElory, they are living at 1934 Cuthbert Street and James was a shipping clerk.  

James worked for the Railway Express Company.  Two more daughters were born 
in Philadelphia – Sarah and Margaret.  The family were living in Brandywine 

Street on the 1910 and James was a docker.   Elizabeth stated that she had 5 
children and all were alive, so that included Minnie left behind in Brackagh.  
They are at the same address on the 1920 census with surname spelt McAlroy.  

James was a labourer for the Express Company.  Elizabeth was still living in 
Brandywine Street on the 1930 census.  According to the 1920 census, James 
and Elizabeth became US citizens in 1898 and son Singleton in 1911 but I’ve 

found no record to confirm this. 
 

James died on 8 March 1928 in Hahn Hospital, Philadelphia as the result of an 
auto accident.  There was an inquest and he was buried in Ivy Hill Cemetery on 
12 March.   According to his great granddaughter, James was run over by a 

Trolley Car.  The death record provided the names of his parents along with the 
date and location of his birth.  Occupation was given as platform hand for 

American Railroad Express Company.  His address was 2101 Brandywine Street, 
Philadelphia.    
 

Elizabeth died on 6 March 1936 of pneumonia in her home at 2000 Brandywine 
Street, Philadelphia, with daughter Margaret present.  She was buried in Ivy Hill 
Cemetery on 10 March 1936.   

 
Elizabeth and James had 5 children - 
 

James was born on 1 December 1885 at Woodhouse Street in Portadown 

(www.irishgenealogy.ie).  His surname was spelt McIlroy and his father was a 
linen lapper. James emigrated from Ireland to Philadelphia with his mother and 
brother leaving Londonderry on 17 March 1893 with surname spelt McElroy. He 

worked for the Railway Express Company as did his father.  James was on the 
1900 census living with his family at 1934 Cuthbert Street.  His surname was 
spelt McElory.   

http://www.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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By 1910 he was a clerk living with his parents at Brandywine Street and surname 

was now spelt McElroy.  James married Marian Taylor Craige in 1917 with 
surname spelt MacElroy.  He retains this spelling for the rest of his life. They 

were on the 1920 census living at 266 South Frazier Street.   
James completed a WWI draft registration card on 12 September 1918 giving his 
wife Marion as next of kin. Occupation book keeper and address of 266 South 

Frazier Street, Philadelphia.  Description was short of slender build with brown 
eyes and dark hair.  He had been treated in hospital for pleural pneumonia.  They 

then moved to 10th Avenue, Haddon Heights, New Jersey according to the 1930 & 
1940 census.  No children on any census.  James completed a WWII draft 
registration card on 26 April 1942 giving his correct date of birth.  Address was 

33 10th Avenue, Haddon Heights, Camden, New Jersey.  Wife was his next of kin.  
Occupation was clerk for the Railway Express Agency based in Philadelphia.  He 
was described as being 5’5” with brown eyes, a ruddy complexion and bald with a 

burn scar on the left side of the top of his head. James died at Haddon Heights 
on 17 July 1961.  Marian was born on 13 February 1893 in New Jersey and died 

23 February 1985 in Haddon Heights.  Both were buried in Montrose Cemetery, 
Upper Darby, Pennsylvania.   
 

Singleton was born on 24 August 1887 at Woodhouse Street in Portadown 

(www.irishgenealogy.ie).  His surname was spelt McIlroy and his father was a 
linen lapper.  Singleton emigrated from Ireland to Philadelphia with his mother 
and brother leaving Londonderry on 17 March 1893. The 1900 census has his 

surname spelt McElory and he’s with his family at 1934 Cuthbert Street.  By 
the1910 census he was a clerk and the family have moved to Brandywine Street.  

He enlisted for WWI on 5 June 1917 in Philadelphia.  Singleton submitted a 
Veteran’s Compensation Application dated 2 February 1934 and stated he 
commenced service at Fort Slocum in New York on 8 May 1918.  He gave his date 

of birth, address of 2000 Brandywine Street & his service number of #371624.   
Singleton went to England & France departing the United States on 24 October 

1918 and returned on 18 March 1919.  He served in B Coy 303 Tank Corps, B 
Coy 302 Provisional and B Coy 306 Tank Corps, seeing no engagements and he 
suffered no injuries.  Singleton was discharged at Camp Meade, Maryland on 10 

April 1919.  He was an iron worker & never married.  Singleton was on the 1920 
census with surname spelt McAlroy as a machine hand in a workshop and on the 
1930 census as an ironworker.  On both census he was living with his mother at 

Brandywine Street.  Singleton died on 27 July 1936 in the USN Hospital 
Philadelphia.  Cause of death was cirrhosis of liver.  His given address was 1928 

Mt Vernon Street, Philadelphia.  Singleton was buried in Ivy Hill Cemetery, 
Philadelphia (all from death certificate on www.ancestry.com).  

 
Mary Elizabeth (Minnie) was born on 29 October 1889 at Woodhouse Street 

in Portadown (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  Her surname was spelt McIlroy and her 

father was a linen lapper.  Minnie remained in Ireland with her grandmother 
Mary Locke, her Aunt Letitia and Letitia’s husband Henry Kerr when her parents 

emigrated from Ireland to Philadelphia.  She was only 3 years old and never saw 
her parents again.   
 

 
 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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Minnie lived at Brackagh with Letitia & Henry.  Her surname was spelt McElroy 

on the 1901 and 1911 census.  She continued to live in the house for some years 
after their deaths.  Minnie McElroy was granted administration of her uncle's 

estate on 19 November 1941 (GPB 95 15s).  Elaine Bleakney advises that Minnie 
sold the farm to Thomas Thomas George Wright and his wife Lily Anna nee 
Wright (date unknown).   

 
Family recollections were that after WW2 Minnie became a companion to a Miss 

Wright (no relation) who lived at Mullavilly, a mile or so from Brackagh.  Elaine 
Bleakney has confirmed that it was Miss Nannie Irene Wright, one of seven 
children born to James and Jane Wright of Mullavilly.  The house still exists and 

is in the lane leading to Mullavilly Church.  Nannie died in Lurgan Hospital on 9 
December 1957 aged 86 as the result of a fractured femur and pneumonia 
(https://geni.nirirect.gov.uk).  Elaine Bleakney advised that Nannie Wright left 

her house and land to the church in her will.  It must have been with the proviso 
that Minnie could continue to live in the house as she resided there until it was 

sold in 1968.  Her 2nd cousin Persis Ross remembers visiting Minnie in this house 
in the late 1950’s or early 1960’s.   
 

In October 1968 Minnie stayed with her 2nd cousin Fred Wright and his family in 
Belfast while she received treatment at the Royal.  We know she had moved from 

Mullavilly as Minnie sent a letter to a grandson in New Jersey in 1969 with an 
address of 61 Tandragee Road, Portadown.   
 

Minnie died in Moira Hospital on 24 May 1970 (https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  Her 
death was registered in her full name of Mary Elizabeth McElroy.  She was aged 
73, a retired housekeeper and it was noted she was ‘late of Beechview, 

Mullahead, Tandragee’.  Cause of death was a cerebral thrombosis due to 
hypertension and senile arteriosclerosis.  An Arnold Hodgen of Beechview, 

Mullahead, Tandragee ‘took charge of body’.  Elaine Bleakney confirmed that 
Minnie was buried in Mullavilly Church of Ireland with Nannie Wright and her six 
siblings.   

 

Sarah b. 9 April 1894 Philadelphia (www.findagrave.com) 

Date of birth of April 1894 from 1900 census. Sarah was on the 1900 census 
living with her family at 1934 Cuthbert Street and surname spelt McElory.  By 

1910 they had moved to Brandywine Street. 
 

Sarah married John James (Jack) Stewart on 10 April 1915 in Philadelphia (date 
supplied by their granddaughter).  Jack was born 18 December 1893 Cape May, 
New Jersey.  From the 1920, 1930 and 1940 census, they lived in Emerald 

Avenue, Cape May, New Jersey.  Their obituaries on www.findagrave.com gave 
the house number as 125.  Jack was a painting contractor and had a 

paint/hardware store.  He was a member of the Volunteer Fire Brigade for 58 
years.  Jack served on the local council from 1930-1938 and was Mayor from 
1933-1935.   

 
Sarah died on 21 May 1965 in the Burdette Tomlin Memorial Hospital in Court 
House, Cape May.  John James (Jack) Stewart died on 3 July 1979 in the 

Swainton Nursing Home, Cape May.  In both instances their home address was 
125 Emerald Avenue, Cape May.  They were buried in Cold Spring Cemetery.  

https://geni.nirirect.gov.uk/
https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.findagrave.com/
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Jack and Sarah had 5 children –  
 

James Craig (Jim) was born on 23 January 1916.  He married Ruth Ester 
Snowden in Philadelphia on 29 October 1938 (date provided by their daughter).  

Ruth was born on 17 January 1918 in Philadelphia.  James died on 22 June 
1990 in St Petersburg, Florida.  Ruth died on 9 March 2010 in Largo, Pinellas, 
Florida.  They were buried in Garden Sanctuary Cemetery, Seminole, Pinellas, 

Florida.  From his obituary on www.findagrave.com, James was a mechanical 
engineer who retrained and retired as a stock broker.  

They had 2 children –  
James Craig Stewart jnr.  
Suzanne Jane 
 

Thomas Ingham was born on 2 April 1917.  According to his WWII enlistment 
record on Ancestry, he was married and was a repairman.  From his daughter 
Valerie’s obituary on www.findagrave.com.au, Thomas married Henrietta 

Elizabeth Spiese in Baltimore on 15 February 1941.  She was born 6 June 1921.  
Henrietta died on 4 December 1998 and Thomas died on 20 January 2008 in 

Baltimore, Maryland.   
They had 5 children –  
Valerie Lynne born 11 December 1941who died 27 February 2016 in Jarrettsville, 

Maryland.  She married Jacob Jack Gray and had a son and a daughter.   
Thomas Ingram 

Kathleen D 
Patricia L  
John Robert 

 
Edna M was born on 29 June 1919.  She married Lloyd B Dickinson and lived in 

Cape May.  Lloyd was an electrician, born 13 November 1919 Cape May.  He died 
on 20 January 2016 in Cold Spring, Cape May.  Entry on www.findagrave.com 
says that he served in WWII but gives no details.  Have been able to establish that 

he served with the US Navy on the USS Benson from his obituary on 
www.shorenewstoday.com.  Lloyd was buried in the Tabernacle United Methodist 
Church cemetery in Erma, New Jersey.    
 

Elizabeth Margaret (Betty) was born on 2 April 1924.  She married George E Cain 
in April 1962.  They had been married for 47 years according to her obituary.  

Elizabeth died in her home at Cape May on 12 March 2009 aged 84.  She was 
buried in the Cape May County Veterans Cemetery.  Elizabeth and George had no 
children.  
 

Dorothy May was born on 17 April 1928.  She married Charles Bolton (Bolton) 
LeGates who was a farmer.  Their niece says that the family farm is still on 
Bayshore Road, Cape May.  Dorothy and husband Bolton were fatally injured in 

an automobile accident near Port Norris, Cumberland County New Jersey on 22 
April 2006. Dorothy was taken by ambulance to the hospital in Camden, New 

Jersey where she died of her injuries.  They were buried in Cold Spring Cemetery. 
Dorothy and Charles had 3 children – 
Robert Jeffrey born 6 April 1962 who died 5 May 2005.   

Patricia 
Kim  

http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.findagrave.com.au/
http://www.findagrave.com/
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Margaret b. 15 September 1899 Philadelphia. 

Margaret was on the 1900 census living with her parents and siblings at 1934 

Cuthbert Street with surname spelt McElory.  Her age was given as 8 months 
with a birth date of September 1899.  By the 1910 census the family had moved 

to Brandywine Street and Margaret was aged 10.  Margaret was still at that 
address on the 1920 census, with surname spelt Mcavoy, living with her parents 
and brother Singleton.  In 1920 she was a coater in a candy factory and aged 20.  

By 1930 she was a cashier, still living at Brandywine Street.  Her age was given 
incorrectly as 25 (should have been 30).    

 
Margaret made a visit to Brackagh in 1938, arriving in Glasgow on 24 June and 
departing on 23 September.  Both trips on the “Caledonia”.  Occupation given as 

clerk.  Address in USA of 2129 Brandywine Street, Philadelphia and surname 
spelt McElroy.  
 

Margaret died in the Oakbourne Colony Hospital of epilepsy on 10 February 1949 
aged 50 years 4 months 26 days and date of birth given as 15 September 1898.   

Occupation given as restaurant cashier.  Address of 2028 Spring Garden Street.  
She never married.  Margaret was buried in Ivy Hill Cemetery. 
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Henry Kerr outside his Brackagh Cottage 

 

 

Three of the Taylor sisters outside the Brackagh Cottage – 

Letitia Kerr, Mary Gates, Kenneth Ross and Jane Ross 
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Outside the Brackagh Cottage 

Back Row - Henry Kerr, daughter Elizabeth Davies (partly obscured), Letitia Kerr, 

Minnie McElroy, Jane Ross 

Front Row – George Davies, Mary Ross, Mary Taylor 
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Minnie McElroy                                    Mary Ross, Minnie McElroy and a friend 
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Children of Jane Locke and Richard Ross 

 

1. RICHARD ROSS born 24 January 1885 

Richard was born at Morrisons Land, The Glen, Port Glasgow and his father was 
an iron caulker in the shipyards (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk). By the 1901 
census, Richard was living with his parents and siblings at 3 Glen Avenue in Port 

Glasgow.  His father was now a grocer.  Richard had followed his father into the 
shipyards and was an iron ship caulker.   
 

Richard married Jeanie Kyle on 17 June 1910 at the Kyle family home in 
Brewland Street, Galston in Ayr.  Richard was 25 and Jeanie was 26.   No 

occupation was given for Jeanie but she was recorded as being a dressmaker on 
the 1901 census.  Richard was a ship plater foreman and his address was his 
parents’ home, 5 Bellevue Terrace in Port Glasgow which was on Highholm 

Street.  The witnesses were James Ross, Richard’s brother and Mary Kyle, 
Jeanie’s sister.  From the record on www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk they married 

‘after publication according to the forms of the Christian Brethren’ and the 
person who married them was Frank Vernal.  Richard, like the rest of his family, 
was a member of the Brethren.  His father was a journeyman ship caulker and 

Jeanie’s father Andrew was a coal master.   
 
Jeanie Kyle was born at Henrietta Street, Galston in Ayr on 25 December 1883.  

Her parents were Andrew Kyle and Margaret Kyle (nee Orr).  When Jeanie was 
born, her father was a coal miner (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk).  Jeanie was one 

of 12 children.  Her brothers Andrew, William, John and Thomas established 
‘Burnbank & Grougar Coal Company Limited’ which operated from 1909 to 1933 
(www.nrscotland.gov.uk and National Mining Museum of Scotland).  In 1918 they 

had 2 pits – Burnbank and Waterside in Galston.  By 1923 they had 8 
mines/collieries, employing 605 people underground and 117 above ground.  Six 
were in Galston – Burnbank, Waterside, Maxwood, Holmes and Gauchalland #2 

and #4.  There was also Titchfield in Hurlford and Loudon #2 at Newmilns.  Only 
Maxwood was operational in 1933 employing 88 below and 16 above ground.  

Output that year was 50,000 tons.  The company had ceased trading by 1934.   
 
Richard was recorded on the 1911 census at 5 Bellevue Terrace which was the 

address of his parents.  His occupation was given as boilermaker.  Jeanie was 
recorded as Mrs Richard Ross, visitor, at her parents’ home, 24 Brewland Street, 

Galston.  
 
Richard & Jeanie lived in Scotland but we don't know where until 1930 when 

Richard was listed in the Valuation Rolls for Galston, Ayr.  He was the 
tenant/occupier of Airyknowe Cottage on Cessnock Road which was owned by his 
brother in law Andrew Kyle.  Rent was 21 pounds per annum.  While his name 

appears at the same address on the 1935 rolls, it is only his wife who was living 
in the house as Richard had gone to British Guiana.  Richard was listed again in 

1940.   
 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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A daughter, Phyllis, was born in the late 1910’s or early 1920’s.  She was the 
oldest of the Ross cousins but none of those in Northern Ireland ever met her.  

Thompson’s photo album contained a couple of named photos of Phyllis with her 
father, taken when she was a toddler.   Unfortunately we have been unable to 
find a birth record in Scotland and await the release of the 1921 census in the 

hope it provides some information.  Our working theory is that Phyllis’ birth was 
registered with a different name.   

 
Richard became a missionary and went to the West Indies, sailing from Dover on 
the Van Rensselaer on 27 October 1934.  The passenger listing was for Richard 

Ross, missionary, of 24 Lilybank in Port Glasgow and his destination was 
Georgetown, British Guiana.  The Lilybank address was the home of his aunt 
Mary Gates.   Mr Richard Ross, missionary of British Guiana returned to 

Plymouth on the Cottica on 22 July 1938.  This time he gave his sister May's 
address of 2 Lyle Road Greenock.   

 
During WWII, Richard went to India to manage a shipyard at Vizagapatam, living 
in a district called Gamdigram.  He helped the Scindia Steam Navigation Co. 

establish this shipyard so that they could build their own ships in India.  Mr R 
Ross, ship plater c/- Faulkner at 2 Lyle Road Greenock sailed to Bombay from 

Glasgow on “City of Baroda” on 21 September 1941.  Again, this was his sister 
May’s address.  From a booklet of poetry which he published in India, in 1944 he 
was living at Rafiya Manzil, Wodehouse Road in Bombay.   

 
Jeanie died on 28 December 1944 of malignant disease of the stomach at 
“Airyknowe”, Galston.   Her death registration on www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk  

states that she was ‘married to Richard Ross, Shipyard Manager’.    
 

Richard returned from Bombay on the Jal-rajendra from Bombay docking in 
Liverpool on 1 June 1951.  He was going to his sister Jeanie in Graham Gardens, 
Belfast.  Richard was listed as a Shipyard Manager.  He sailed back to India on 

the Jaljawahar on 1 September 1951 giving his address in the UK as c/- Ross's 
Ltd in 67 Victoria Street, Belfast.  An article in “The Larne Times” of 7 June 1951 

on www.findmypast.com.au in relation to the International Bowls Association 
referred to Richard as the Indian brother of the IBA president Thompson Ross.  
Richard was home on a visit after 10 years in India.  He was described as the hull 

manager at the Scindia Steam Navigation Company in Vizagapatam, between 
Madras & Bombay.   
 

From letters Richard wrote from India to his sister Jeanie, he remarried between 
his return in 1951 and 1956.  His 2nd wife was a Christian Indian named 

Florence Esther (surname unknown) as was the date of their marriage.  Florence 
was a hospital matron in Vizagapatam and was recognised for her service after 
the city was bombed by the Japanese on 6 April 1942 (family memories).  In a 

letter to Jeanie dated February 1959, Richard tells her that he has written a Book 
of Remembrance in honour of Florence.  The date and location of her death is 
unknown. At that time he was staying at The Parsonage, Ry Colony in Madurai, 

South India. 
 

 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.findmypast.com.au/
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After Florence's death, Richard married for a third time to a Dutch/Indian widow 

named Enid Aileen (surname unknown) who had a daughter, also called Aileen.  
In letters dated December 1962 and January 1963, Richard refers to Enid so they 

were married by then.  His address from 1960 to 1963 was Kodaikanal 
Missionary Union, Kenley, Kodaikanal in South India.  Kodaikanal was 6000ft 
above sea level and quite a pleasant climate.  In 1967, Richard, Enid and Aileen 

visited Northern Ireland, staying with his sister Jeanie at 4 Graham Gardens in 
Belfast.  

 
Richard, Enid and Aileen lived in Kent for a while before emigrating to Perth, 
Western Australia.  According to the 1972 Australian electoral roll, they were 

living at 301 Fulham Street, Cloverdale 6105.  Richard sent an aerogram to his 
sister Jeanie giving his address as 160 Eglinton Crescent, Hamersley 6022.  This 
is a suburb of Perth about 14kms from the city centre.  It had 12c postage which 

indicates October 1971 to September 1973 for the postage cost but a reference to 
Mother’s Day narrows it to 1972/3.  Richard was living in Hamersley when he 

died in 1974 and his widow Enid was listed at the Eglinton Crescent address in 
the 1977 electoral roll.   
 

Richard died on 28 August 1974 aged 89 in Hamersley and was buried in the 
Anglican section of the Karrakatta Cemetery section PD grave 0676.  His wife 

Enid Aileen Ross was buried with him.  She died on 24 January 2006 in East 
Perth aged 89.  Both records are on www.mcb.wa.gov.au which has the 
Karrakatta cemetery records.  

 
 

2. JAMES ROSS born 19 July 1886 (Karen’s grandfather) 
 

James was born at his maternal grandmother’s home in Woodhouse St. 
Portadown, Ireland (birth certificate).  Richard and Jane, with son Richard, were 

on their annual summer holiday from Port Glasgow to visit Jane’s mother Mary in 
Portadown. 
 

From the 1891 census on www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk, James aged 4 was living 
with his parents and three brothers at Glen Avenue, McCormick's Land in Port 
Glasgow.  By the 1901 census, the address was 3 Glen Avenue and James, aged 

14, was working in a grocers.  That was the family business at the time.  On the 
1911 census, he was a blacksmith living with his parents at 5 Bellevue Terrace, a 

tenement on Highholm Street.  His daughter Averil was surprised to learn this as 
she never knew her father to be someone who worked with his hands, fixed 
things or even put up a shelf.  Apprentice Ship draughtsman has been crossed 

out but maybe it was actually his correct employment.  Unfortunately, we will 
never know.  Averil knew her father worked in the shipyards on the Clyde when 

they lived in Port Glasgow and again in Belfast before the brothers established 
Roscoal, but she never knew what he did. 
 

When the family moved to Ireland in 1913, they settled in Belfast.  Street 
directories on www.lennonwylie.co.uk for 1918 and 1924 list Richard Ross living 
at 45 Glandore Avenue.   

 
 

http://www.mcb.wa.gov.au/
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James initially worked for Harland and Wolff in Belfast and then moved to 

Londonderry, presumably to their yards on the Foyle River at Culmore.  In 
Londonderry, James stayed in a boarding house run by Jane Elvin, a widow.  

Jane was to become James’ mother in law, when he married her daughter.   
 
James was a member of the Brethren and there was a bit of family disunity when 

he married my grandmother, Margaret Elvin, who was Church of Ireland, on 1 
June 1926 in St Columb’s Cathedral in Londonderry (marriage certificate and 

church register).  Margaret Elvin was born 14 October 1888 in Londonderry and 
died 10 February 1985 in Brisbane.  James gave his address as 63 Glandore 
Avenue, Belfast, which was his parents address.  

 
Initially, James & Margaret lived at 85 Cedar Ave off the Cave Hill Road and then 
moved to 45 Deerpark Road about 1932.  About 1936, they moved to 22 Creagah 

Park.  While James continued to live in Belfast during WWII, his children were 
evacuated twice to Kearney, Co. Down with their mother.  James played lawn 

bowls, representing Ireland, and followed soccer.   
 
James died on 2 January 1960, collapsing outside his home in Cregagh Park 

after suffering a heart attack.  He was returning from a Glentoran-Derry City 
soccer match he’d attended with his brother Thompson.  James was buried in 

Roselawn Cemetery on 5 January 1960 in grave D 501. His widow Margaret 
continued to live in Belfast until 1964 when she moved to Lisburn.  In October 
1972 she made her first (and last) flight to join her daughter, son in law and two 

granddaughters in Brisbane.  Margaret died on 10 February 1985 aged 96 in 
Brisbane after a stroke.   
 

James & Margaret had two children – 
 

James Derek Locke (Derek) was born on 21 August 1928 at 85 Cedar Avenue 
Belfast.  Derek was educated at the Royal Belfast Academical Institution and 
Queens where he attained a degree in Electrical Engineering.  Derek worked for 

Northern Ireland Electricity Board, Gallaghers Tobacco and Dale Farm before 
becoming a private consultant.  He married Maureen Yarr in Osborne Park 

Methodist Church in 1957.  Derek died on 30 April 2013 and was buried in 
Donaghadee Cemetery.  They had no children.  
 

Margaret Averil (Averil) who was educated at Methodist College Belfast and the 
Belfast Technical College where she completed a teaching diploma in Home 
Economics.  Averil married Herbert (Herbie) Martin in St Finnians Cregagh in 

1956.  After two years in Canada, Averil and Herbie returned to Northern Ireland, 
living in Lisburn for 14 years. Herbie was a physics teacher in The Friends 

School.  He played cricket in the First XI for Lisburn and represented Ireland.  In 
January 1972 Herbie, Averil and their two daughters emigrated to Brisbane, 
Australia where Averil still lives.  Herbie initially lectured in Physics at the Mt 

Gravatt Teachers College which became part of the Brisbane College of Advanced 
Education.  By the end of his career in Brisbane he was a senior lecturer in 
Science.  After taking early retirement Herbie and Averil returned to Northern 

Ireland for a year and Herbie lectured at Stranmillis College.  Herbie died in 
Brisbane in 2014.   

Averil and Herbie had 2 daughters Karen and Lynne.  
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3. THOMPSON ROSS born 3 April 1888 (Anne’s grandfather) 
 

Thompson was born at the family home in Glen Avenue, Port Glasgow, 
Renfrewshire (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk).  It was a tenement comprising a 

living room, kitchen, bathroom and bedroom.  There were cupboard beds in the 
kitchen and living room.  From the Scottish census on the same website, 
Thompson and his family were still at Glen Avenue in 1891.   

 
On the 1901 census he was a scholar aged 13 living with his family at 3 Glen 

Avenue.  By the 1911 census he was living with his parents at 5 Bellevue Terrace, 
a tenement in Highholm Street and his occupation was an apprentice ship's 
draughtsman.  This was in John Brown’s ship yard. He was a keen amateur 

boxer during this time.                                                       
  

Thompson moved to Belfast with his parents and siblings in 1913.  They lived at 

45 Glandore Avenue from 1918.  Thompson continued to work as a draughtsman 
in the ship building industry with Harland and Wolff in Belfast.  In April 2017 

staff at PRONI were able to access to the Harland & Wolff Wages books.  They 
advised that Thompson was employed in the Drawing Office from 15 June 1914 
to 31 October 1925 and that he earned around 10 pounds a week.   

 
On 16 February 1921, Thompson became a member of the Freemasons, enrolling 
in the Thomas Valentine Lodge in Belfast.  His occupation was given as a 

draftsman and they noted he was ‘slightly lame’.  Thompson walked with a limp 
as he was born with a hip defect.  He resigned from the Masons in 1930.   

 
Thompson married Ethel Louisa Cunningham on 21 December 1922 in Victoria 
Memorial Hall, Belfast.  Ethel was the eldest daughter of Samuel Cunningham, 

an assistant superintendant for Prudential Insurance and a member of the 
Brethren, and his 3rd wife Fanny Elizabeth Allen, descended from a Quaker family 

from Causanagh, Loughgall. Ethel was born Belfast on 21 June 1892 
(www.irishgenealogy.ie) and was a shorthand typist working for General Electric 
and Sir Milne Barbour before her marriage.  Ethel’s sister Mabel, married 

Thompson’s brother Singleton.   
 
Like his brother James, Thompson followed soccer and was an aficionado of lawn 

bowls. He had a long association with the Ballynafeigh Club and became 
President of the Irish Bowling Association in 1950, 1959 and 1960, as well as 

Vice President in 1949, 1957 and 1958. As President of the IBA, he officially 
opened the Old Bleach Bowling Club in Randalstown on 22nd April 1950. 
Thompson and Ethel lived at 13 Ardenlee Avenue in Belfast from 1932 to 1964.  

He was listed as Thompson Ross, coal importer in the 1943 Belfast street 
directory on www.lennonwylie.co.uk.  After the sale of Roscoal, Thompson and 

Ethel moved to 112 Belfast Road, Newtownards.   
 
Thompson died on 18 March 1972 in Ards Hospital aged 83 of heart failure 

(GRONI).  He was buried in Roselawn Cemetery (grave E299) on 21 March 1972.  
Ethel moved to London and died on 24 April 1991.  Ethel was cremated and 
buried in Roselawn on 28 May 1991 with Thompson. 

 
 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Thompson and Ethel had 2 daughters –  
 

Ruth Elsie who married Michael McAlister Holmes in St John’s Presbyterian 
Church, Newtownbreda in 1950.  Michael was a doctor specialising in tropical 
medicine, born in Kent.  Ruth Elsie graduated from Queens University and taught 

art and later English as a Foreign Language. They spent the majority of their 
married life in Africa working in Nigeria, Aden, Libya, Tanzania and Swaziland. 

Michael died in London on 26 February 1981.   
Ruth Elsie and Michael had a son Thomas and a daughter Alison.  
 

Persis Mae (Perry) worked in the Linenhall Library, Belfast where she met her 
future husband. She married George Charles Morrison, from Downpatrick in St 

John’s Presbyterian Church, Newtownbreda in 1950.  George became Principal 
Lecturer in Education at Stranmillis College. He was an accomplished artist and 
in 1975 became an Academician and Chair of the Royal Ulster Academy. He was 

also a first class cricketer and played for Ireland.  He died in 1993. After the 
Belfast Blitz of WWII, Persis, her mother and cousin Kenneth lived with Minnie 
McIlroy at Brackagh for some time.   

Persis and George had one daughter, Anne.    
 
 

4. SINGLETON LOCKE ROSS born 23 April 1890 
 
He was born at the family home in Glen Avenue, Port Glasgow, Renfrewshire 

(www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk).  
 
On the 1891 census, he was 11 months old.  The family were living at 3 Glen 

Avenue on the 1901 census and Singleton was a scholar aged 10.  By the 1911 
census he was an apprentice engine draftsman aged 20 living with his parents at 

5 Bellevue Terrace, a tenement in Highholm Street. 
 
Singleton moved to Belfast with his parents and siblings in 1913.  They were 

living at 45 Glandore Avenue in 1918 (www.lennonwylie.co.uk). He was a member 
of the Brethren as was his wife Mabel.   

 
Singleton married Mabel Cunningham, sister of Thompson's wife Ethel, in the 
Victoria Memorial Hall, Belfast on 3 September 1920 (www.irishgenealogy.ie).  

Singleton, 30, was an Engineering Draughtsman of 45 Glandore Avenue and his 
father Richard was a boilermaker.  Mabel, 26, was living at 53 Camden Street 
and her father Samuel was an insurance inspector.  Witnesses were Thompson 

Ross and Ethel Cunningham.  Mabel was born on 2 November 1893 in Belfast 
(www.irishgenelaogy.ie).  From www.lennonwylie.co.uk, Singleton and Mabel were 

living at 6 Cyprus Avenue from 1932.   
 
Mabel died on 18 January 1933 in Miss Wilkinson’s Private nursing home in 

Belfast (PRONI) aged 39.  She was buried on 20 January 1933 in Belfast City 
Cemetery – Glenalina Extension, grave G 197 with her parents in law Richard 

and Jane Ross.  Mabel suffered from heart problems.  Singleton and Mabel had 
one child, a son, Kenneth Singleton Ross. 
 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Kenneth Singleton was born on 24 July 1926 in Belfast, most likely at the 

family home of Clovelly, 6 Cyprus Avenue.  He was a double cousin of Elsie and 
Persis because he was the son of their father's brother and their mother's sister. 

Kenneth was evacuated to Brackagh during the war along with his aunt Ethel 
and cousin Persis.  He married Yvonne Patricia Crawford on 19 June 1956 at St 
Elizabeth's Church of Ireland, Castlereagh.  His half-sisters Joan & Margaret 

were bridesmaids. When his father died in 1964, Kenneth was living at ‘Kinvarna’ 
Dundonald. Kenneth played cricket for the YMCA and the Ards Cricket Club as 

well as trialling in hockey for Ulster.  Yvonne was also sporty and played lawn 
bowls representing Ireland in 1987.  In the 1990’s she took up indoor bowls and 
again represented Ireland.  Kenneth died 12 April 1996 in Castlereagh.  All dates 

from GRONI.  Yvonne died in 2011.   
Kenneth and Yvonne had a daughter Patricia and a son Trevor 
 

After Mabel's death, Singleton remarried to Jean Reid in the Victoria Memorial 
Hall, Belfast on 28 March 1934.  Jean was living at 3 Rathdrum Street and her 

father, Thomas James was a gardener.  Singleton, a widower of 6 Cyprus Avenue, 
was a coal importer.  His father Richard was described as a Commercial Traveller.  
One witness was Catherine Reid, Jean’s younger sister. Jean was born Jane Reid 

on 21 February 1901 at 21 Hugh Street Belfast (www.irishgenealogy.ie). 
 

Singleton lived in “Clovelly” 6 Cyprus Avenue Belfast. In 1942, Singleton 
temporarily moved his family to 372 Ormeau Road and the girls attended Rosetta 
school (as did Averil, and previously Ruth Elsie and Persis).  Kenneth was 

evacuated to Brackagh with Persis and her mother Ethel. Singleton, Joan and the 
family then returned to 6 Cyprus Avenue as SL Ross, coal importer is recorded in 
the 1943 Belfast Street Directory (www.lennonwylie.co.uk).    

 
Singleton died on 7 March 1964 Belfast, aged 73 (GRONI) of Parkinson's disease 

and a broken leg.  Son Kenneth of 'Kinvarna' Dundonald was in attendance.  He 
was buried in Roselawn Cemetery grave C 203 on 10 March 1964 with address of 
6 Cyprus Gardens (https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords).  Jean died 

aged 77 on 11 June 1978 with address of 6 Cyprus Gardens and was buried with 
her husband on 13 June 1978.  The Belfast Telegraph of 12 June 1978 in the 

Irish Newspaper Archives www.slq.qld.gov.au states that Jeannie Ross died in the 
Sandown Private Nursing Home and the funeral was to leave from her daughter 
Joan’s home on 13 June 1978.   

 
Singleton and Jean had two daughters –  
 

Joan Mary was born on 17 April 1935 in Belfast.  Joan was a nurse.  She trained 
from 1954 – 1957 and was registered on 18 October 1957 (UK & Ireland nursing 

registers on www.ancestry.com.au).  The same register shows her working at the 
Royal Belfast Hospital for sick children in 1959.  Her address was Clovelly, 6 
Cyprus Avenue, Belfast which was the family home.  Joan married John 

Moreland Spence and they lived in Lisburn.  She died on 12 January 2020 in 
Nicholson House, Lisburn.   
Joan and John had two daughters Angela and Heather and a son John. 
 
 

 

http://www.irishgenealogy.ie/
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Margaret Isabella was born on 11 March 1938 in Belfast.  She married Albert 

Gilpin.   
Margaret and Albert had three children – Alistair, Marina and Richard.   
 
 

5. JANE (Jeanie) ROSS born 7 October 1893 

 

Jane was born at the family home on McCormick’s Land in Glen Avenue, Port 
Glasgow, Renfrewshire (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk).  

 
On 1901 census, Jane was living with her parents and siblings at 3 Glen Avenue, 
Port Glasgow.  She was aged 9 (should have been 7) and was a scholar.  By the 

1911 census they were living at 5 Bellevue Terrace, a tenement in Highholm 
Street.  Jane aged 17 was a shop assistant. 
 

Jane married Robert Joseph Wright (known as Bob) on 10 July 1924 in Victoria 
Memorial Hall, Belfast.  He worked in Harland & Wolff as a foreman electrician.  

One of the witnesses was Jane’s sister Mary.  Addresses given were 1 Allworthy 
Avenue for Robert which is off the Antrim Road, and 63 Glandore Avenue for 
Jane.  Robert’s father was a mineral water manufacturer and Jane’s father was a 

boilermaker (all fromhttps://geni.nidirect.gov.uk).  Robert Wright was born in 
Chorlton, Lancashire on 19 May 1891 (from his granddaughter).  
 

Bob had served in WWI enlisting on 15 September 1914 in the 14th Battalion 
Royal Irish Rifles as a private with service number #16108.  He was steadily 

promoted to Vice Corporal, Lieutenant Sergeant and finally Sergeant.  Bob sailed 
from Southampton to Havre on 4 October 1915 and seems to have remained in 
Belgium/France for the duration of the war.  There is no record of where he was 

deployed.  On 11 January 1917 he transferred as a Sergeant to the Royal 
Engineers #207266 as an electrician.  A service number of WR 28619 is also 

given.  Bob was demobilized to the UK on 25 March 1919.  His discharge ID 
states he was born in 1892, was an electrician with an address of 1 Allworthy 
Ave, Antrim Road, Belfast and had been a Sergeant with the Royal Engineers.  

Bob was awarded the 1915 Star and the Victory Medal.   All information from 
enlistment/service record and medal records on www.ancestry.com.au.  
 

The Wright family lived at 4 Graham Gardens off the Cregagh Road near Bell's 
Bridge.  It one of six houses recorded in Graham Gardens in the 1939 Belfast 

Street directory www.lennonwylie.co.uk.  Mrs Jane Wright was listed at that 
address in 1961.   
 

Robert Wright died on 5 May 1952 aged 60 in the Royal Victoria Hospital.  He was 
buried in grave M1 81 City Cemetery – Glenalina Extension with address of 4 

Graham Gardens, Cregagh Road (https://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/burialrecords).  
Jeanie died on 12 February 1978 aged 84 of breast cancer in the Mid Ulster 
Hospital at Magherafelt.  She had been living at her daughter’s home, 27 

Westland Road, Cookstown, and was buried with her husband in Belfast.  
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Robert & Jane had two children -  

 
Jane Elizabeth was born on 22 July 1925 in Belfast.  She married Thomas 

Frederick Barron Johnston (Fred) in St Finnians Church of Ireland, Cregagh, 
Belfast on 7 September 1946.  Their engagement was announced in the Northern 
Whig & Belfast Post on 24 December 1945. Fred’s parents are named as Mr TE & 

Mrs Johnston of Walkmills, Bushmills.  Jane’s cousin Averil was a bridesmaid.  
Fred was born on 17 June 1920 on the family farm in the townland of Billy near 

Bushmills.  He trained as an accountant with a firm in Belfast and that’s how he 
met Jane.  From the Belfast Newsletter of 5 January 1945 on British Newspapers 
Archive site, Fred was listed as one of the new accountants and it also mentions 

he won the Muir Prize.  After they married, they initially lived in a flat in Belfast.  
When Fred had completed his time with the firm in Belfast, they lived in a house 
across the road from Dunluce Castle with his widowed mother before moving to 

Portstewart where their children were born.  Fred then took a job in Cookstown.  
By the summer of 1982 they were living at Bush Cottage on Whitepark Road, 

Bushmills.  Fred died on 14 July 2009 at Bushmills and Jane died on 14 
September 2013 at a nursing home near Bushmills.  Both are buried in Grave 
A175 in St John the Baptist Church of Ireland, Bushmills. 

Jane and Fred had 3 children – Colin, Barry and Hazel.   
 

Frederick Richard was born on 27 October 1927 in Belfast.  He graduated as a 
doctor, specialising as a radiologist. Fred married Jean Elizabeth Porter at Knock 
Methodist Church Belfast on 17 April 1954.  His cousin Averil was again a 

bridesmaid and her brother Derek was the best man.  Jean was born 9 November 
1930 in Belfast.   
They lived in Singapore for a few years after they married, then returned to 

Belfast.  Jean died on 11 January 2020 and Fred died just under 3 months later 
on 6 April 2020.   

Fred and Jean had 4 children – Benson, Linda, Richard and Jenny.  
 
 

6. MARY (May) ROSS born 17 March 1897  
 
Mary was born in the family home at McCormick’s Land, Glen Avenue, Port 
Glasgow, (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk).  

 
From the 1901 census, May was living with her parents & siblings at 3 Glen 

Avenue, Port Glasgow.  By the 1911 census, the family are at 5 Bellevue Terrace, 
Port Glasgow, a tenement in Highholm Street.  May was a scholar. 
 

May moved to Belfast with her parents and siblings in 1913.  They were living at 
45 Glandore Avenue from 1918 to at least 1924 (Belfast Street Directory on 

www.lennonwylie.co.uk).  From the same source, the family were living in 63 
Glandore Ave, Belfast in 1932 and Mary gave that address when she married.   
  

May married Joseph (Joe) Faulkner on 15 June 1936 in Greenock, Scotland ‘by 
declaration’ in presence of Andrew Wylie Richmond, Harbour Master of 32 
Denholm Street, Greenock and Samuel Cairns, driller (foreman) of 27 

Auchmountain Road Greenock (www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk).  It also mentions a 
‘Warrant of Sherriff Substitute of Renfrew and Bute dated June 15th 1936’.    

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.lennonwylie.co.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/


 

Page | 53  
 

The reason for this was that Joe was a Christian Scientist and Mary was a 

member of the Christian Brethren.  Joe was 41 and Mary 39.  He was born on 11 
December 1894 in Belfast.  His father was an upholsterer.  Joe was an 

engineering draughtsman and worked in the Drawing Office of a shipbuilding 
firm.  
 

May & Joe lived at 2 Lyle Road, Greenock which is across the road from Battery 
Park.  It overlooks Cardwell Bay and the Clyde.  Averil remembers being there in 

the summer of 1939 when the Queen Elizabeth was doing sea trials in the Clyde. 
She slept in the cupboard bed which was behind a curtain in the kitchen.  Persis 
had the same experience.  Freddie, Jane, Derek and Averil also used the 

cupboard bed as a stage to entertain the adults.  When Averil was in Greenock in 
2014 she was shown around the renovated flat by the current owner.  While the 
bed no longer exists, the alcove is still there containing cupboards and a washing 

machine.  In May’s time the washing would have been done in a communal area 
outside.  Fred remembered being there in 1938 and going to the Rangers Vs 

Celtic Match at Ibrox Park.  Her nieces remember May as being kind, friendly and 
full of fun.   
 

Joe died on 15 August 1942 of Asthma at his home at 2 Lyle Road.  May died just 
over 4 months later on 23 December 1942 in the Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital, 

Greenock of a cerebral abscess.  Her usual address was given as 2 Lyle Road and 
her brother James was present.  Both records from www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk.  
  

 
 
 

http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Portrait of the Ross family taken in Scotland prior to the family’s move to Belfast 

in 1913. 

Back Row – Singleton, Thompson, Richard 

Front Row – James, Jane nee Locke, Mary (May), Richard and Jane (Jeanie) 
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Roscoal 
 

Richard Ross persuaded his brothers James, Thompson and Singleton to 
establish a business which imported coal from the Kyle family's coal mines in 
Scotland.  Investigation has shown that this would have been Burnbank & 

Grougar Coal Co Ltd run by Andrew, John, William & Thomas Kyle.  Singleton 
worked in the office at 67 Victoria Street, James worked at the Docks supervising 
incoming and outgoing coal and Thompson was the traveller collecting the orders. 

Richard described his brothers’ business as ‘flourishing’ in 1955.  It was known 
by various names – Ross Brothers, Coal Importers; Ross’s Limited, Coal Importers 

and their brand name of Roscoal.  
 
Belfast Street Directories in PRONI provide the first listing for Ross Brothers in 

1926 when they are at 72 Ann Street.  They were listed under ‘Coal Merchants & 
Agents’.  In 1927 Ross Bros. was in Queens Square.  There was no directory for 
1928 but by 1929 they were back at 72 Ann Street and the company had become 

Ross’s Ltd.  By the 1930 directory the address was Prince’s Chambers 72 Ann 
Street.  From the 1932 directory on www.lennonwylie.co.uk I’ve been able to 

establish that it was a 2 storey building with a female caretaker living onsite and 
there were 6 tenants including Ross’s Ltd. 
 

Prince’s Chambers 
72 Ross’s Ltd., Coal Importers. ‘Phone 5492 

“   Shaw, Jos., Comm. Agent  
“   Premier Billiard Rooms 
“   Conway, P., Accountant 

“   Conway, F.J., Solicitor 
“   Gramophone Saloon (R. McDowell & Co. Ltd., proprietors) 
“   Hunter, Mrs M., Caretaker 

 
From the directories at PRONI, Ross’s Ltd. had moved premises to 67 Victoria 

Street by 1934 where they remained until the business was sold.  From 
newspapers on www.findmypast.com.au, the firm moved to Victoria Street in 
December 1933 (advert in the Northern Whig on 18 December).  In the 1958 

directory it was also mentioned that they had offices/premises at Sydenham Road 
and Queen’s Quay.  Those at Queen’s Quay would have been where James 

worked at the docks.  They were still listed in the 1960 directory as Ross’s Ltd. 
Coal Importers of 67 Victoria Street with phone number 25182 despite the 
business having been sold (www.lennonwylie.co.uk).  

  
Thompson was the traveller/rep for the company and spent most of his time out 
and about obtaining orders and collecting the debts.  Roscoal, as the importer, 

sold to retail outlets, hotels such as the Grand Central in Royal Avenue, the 
public and Bellmen who were individuals selling coal from a van on the streets.  

As their name suggests, they rang a bell to advertise their presence.  Persis says 
that Roscoal had to hire a firm to collect bad debts because it was so hard to 
collect money from people.  Averil knew that there were known clients who were 

always hard to get money from, including a friend’s father.  Thompson was also 
responsible for customer relations. He was famous for calling on people who 

complained that their coal wouldn't light, and somehow getting it to light.   

http://www.lennonwylie.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.com.au/
http://www.lennonwylie.co.uk/
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Thompson negotiated with Kingsberry Fuels who bought Roscoal in 1957 (or 
1958). It was a smart move to sell as central heating was becoming popular and 

sales of coal were declining.  Singleton stayed on with the new owners for a 
number of years.  Persis says Kingsberry used the Roscoal branded lorries for 
some time after they bought the company because she used to see them driving 

around Belfast.  Apparently the factor which attracted them to buy the company 
was the valuable quay the company had down at the docks, where James 

worked.  
 
Both Mum and Ruth Elsie remember that the first delivery of coal at the docks 

went up in flames in a terrible fire.  PRONI hold a document COM/13/2/103 
dated 1926/1927 which is an application from Messrs Ross Bros, coal importers 
regarding financial loss on a cargo of coal briquettes.   

 
In The Northern Whig of 6 June 1931 on www.findmypast.com.au, there is a 

small article about the annual trip for the staff of Roscoal.  In 1931 and 1933 it 
was to Brown’s Bay.  Family photos indicate that Ballyholme was an alternative 
destination.   

 
Advertising is vital to all businesses and Roscoal was no exception.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.findmypast.com.au/
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Nearly every member of the Ross family was in the photo taken outside the offices 
in 1934.  Averil says it was taken on the day of the annual staff outing to the 

beach at Bangor or Ballyholme by bus or train.  She is just a baby in her 
mother’s arms.   
 

 
 

 
 
Those present are - 

 
Front row - fourth from the left we have Joe Faulkner, Thompson, Persis, Derek, 

Ruth Elsie, Freddie, Kenneth and Jane 
 
Middle row – behind Thompson there is Ethel and in the back row behind Persis 

is Bob Wright, May is behind Derek, James is behind Freddie, Jeannie is behind 
Kenneth, Jean Ross nee Reid is behind Jane, Singleton.   

 
Behind Ethel in the back row you can just see Meg with Averil in her arms   
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